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Agricultural IQ Scholarship Quiz for University Preview Day Interest Session

 Introduction: 
According to Westbrook and Alston (2007), the best way to reach students is to market the university to the parents.  University preview days are commonly used to introduce prospective students and their families to campus programs.  Creating a unique presentation that captures the interests of prospective students and parents while also effectively showcasing an academic program or department is challenging.  The Agricultural IQ Scholarship Quiz is used by the Department of Agricultural Sciences at [University] to introduce the major fields of study and faculty to the audience.  This technique allows the prospective students and family members to test their knowledge that was previously attained through formal and/or non-formal education in agriculture as well as work and life experiences.
How it works: 
Each semester prospective students and their parents visit [University] to attend Preview Day. The preview day gives potential students the opportunity to receive information about programs, take campus tours, and meet faculty members.  Approximately 2400 prospective students, family members, and friends annually attend this recruiting event. Academic programs are encouraged to host information sessions for the preview day each fall and spring.
 The Department of Agricultural Sciences takes advantage of this opportunity by hosting information sessions for potential students, family members and friends. Information sessions allow students a glance at what the department has to offer including majors and minors, extracurricular activities, and a chance to meet and greet faculty members. At the conclusion of the information session prospective students, family members, and friends are presented with a quiz over agricultural concepts that are common to introductory level courses in the department.  These courses include animal science, plant science, horticulture, wildlife, agribusiness, and agricultural mechanization. The multiple-choice exam questions are presented using a multimedia slide presentation with answers marked on common optical scan type paper documents.

 One scholarship goes to the highest scoring prospective student while the other scholarship goes to the prospective student with the highest scoring family member or friend.  In the case of a tie, multiple scholarships are awarded. The Agricultural IQ Scholarship Quiz is promoted through FFA and 4-H events, high school campus visits by faculty and student ambassadors, and promotional materials associated with the Preview Day.  The potential opportunity to earn a scholarship from [University] adds additional incentive for prospective students to bring family and friends to the interest session, thus allowing departmental faculty to interact and ask questions from both prospective students and their parents.  

Results to date

Since the Agricultural IQ Scholarship Quiz was introduced five years ago, attendance at departmental interest sessions has continually increased.  Most of those awarded scholarship actually to attend the university the following fall semester. Occasionally, younger siblings also have become interested in one or more of the degree programs because of their ability to participate in the quiz.  

Scholarship winners are announced at the conclusion of Preview Day events where prizes from other university-wide promotions are awarded.  Since the Department of Agricultural Sciences is the only academic department awarding scholarships at the event, increased recognition among prospective students, families, and friends, including those who did not attend the interest session, was achieved.
Future plans
The current Agricultural IQ Scholarship Quiz is conducted by using optical scan/mark recognition technology which allows for fast scoring and processing. Future plans include replacing this system with a computer/clicker-based audience response system that will allow instant access of scores and a reduction in the paper used.    
Cost/resources needed 
The administrative costs associated with the Agricultural IQ Scholarship Quiz are minimal and include promotional pencils given to participants and scan sheets for marking answers.  Typically, one $250 scholarship is awarded to the high scoring prospective student and $100 is awarded to the prospective student with the highest scoring family member or friend.  However, the departmental scholarship committee decided to raise the 2011-2012 scholarship to the highest scoring prospective student to $500.  A three-way tie resulted in a cost this past fall of $1500.  However, the departmental faculty and scholarship committee all indicate that this is a very worthwhile investment and effective strategy for promoting programs to a wider audience.
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