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Addressing College Readiness in Secondary Agricultural Education: 
“Collaborating with Secondary Teachers to offer College Credit to High School Students”

Introduction

With the demand for increased rigor and emphasis on college- and career-readiness (American Diploma Project Network, 2011), logic would dictate that pressure increases on secondary level education programs to address the issue of preparing high school students for success in post-secondary endeavors. As a result, many secondary schools provide dual credit, advanced placement, and college bridge course programs, whereby graduating high school seniors enter college with a majority of freshman credit hours already earned (Killingsworth, Smith, Maxwell, Ball, & Garton, 2009). In an already competitive student environment, secondary agricultural education programs may experience further scrutiny if they fail to provide course offerings with the rigor, prestige, and recognition of their core, collegiate-credit earning competitors (Dyer & Breja, 2003).  

[State] State University sought to address the need of preparing secondary agricultural students for not only careers, as is the traditionally viewed route (Talbert, Vaughn, Croom, 2005), but also for college.  This is specifically addressed in the [State] State University’s School of Agriculture bridge program.  Through this bridge program, students may earn as many as 11 hours of agriculturally specific courses before receiving a high school diploma.  This initiative seeks to enable students to develop competencies, engage in rigorous agricultural content, and also begin a collegiate career with instruction facilitated through the secondary agricultural science teacher collaborating with a corresponding collegiate agricultural instructor.

The bridge course program allowed students to enroll in an approved high school agricultural science class.  While the course was aligned with the current [State] agricultural education curriculum, additional content enhanced and advanced the secondary level instruction to earn appropriate college credit. This accelerated content was developed and formatted by the collegiate agricultural instructor, who uploaded lessons into a Blackboard module.  Participating secondary agricultural science teachers, who earned a minimum of 18-hours of Master’s level credit in an agriculturally related field, facilitated lectures, group discussions, and writing assignments for the secondary students.  Students were evaluated under the approved supervision of school officials via the Blackboard testing module.  Upon completion of each course, students received three hours of college credit for an agricultural class.

Program Phases

The program’s initial phase was announced to the [State] agricultural education staff and also [State] secondary agricultural educators regarding the University’s plan to include this course offering in the [State] program of studies during the summer of 2010.  Additionally, a cohort of 13 teachers were invited to a meeting to discuss, address, and revise syllabus and also the curriculum map for the course “Contemporary Issues in Agriculture.”  

[bookmark: _GoBack]After initial announcements and meetings with qualified secondary agricultural science teachers, a commitment was secured from 14 programs for participation.  Students from the secondary setting were recruited to apply.  Student admission was predicated on being a junior or senior in high school, having a score of 18 or greater on their ACT or PLAN test, and paying a course fee of $100.00.  Once application was processed through admissions, students received instruction.   Secondary agricultural instructors were left to determine the timing of content delivery as appropriate to the respective secondary school’s academic schedule.  There were 116 students enrolled in three different agriculture courses: Contemporary Issues in Agriculture, Introduction to Agricultural Education, Leadership, and LifeKnowledge, and Animal Science.

Results to Date

Three existing collegiate level courses were taught beginning with the Fall 2010 semester.  These courses were Contemporary Issues in Agriculture; Introduction to Agricultural Education, Leadership, and LifeKnowledge; and Animal Science.  As of the fall 2011 semester, 216 students have enrolled in one or more of those courses earning a combined total 11 hours of college credit.  Additionally, [State] State University’s overall enrollment in the program was increased by 86.21% from fall 2010.

Future Plans

Future plans for the program revolve around not only the bridge program’s continuation, but also its expansion to add additional secondary programs and also innovative instructional procedures available on Blackboard 9.  The program shows promise to increase in popularity as more teachers of agriculture, school administrators, and parents gain awareness of this program.  Collaboration plans include working with local high school teachers with a Masters of Science degree in an agriculturally related field, school principals, superintendents, [State] State’s writing across the curriculum committee, and professors of agriculture to develop a more rigorous curriculum that facilitates more agricultural literacy and college readiness over the next five years.

Resources Needed

For universities seeking to implement this idea, costs will vary by institution, but resource categories include:


· Coordinator Stipend					$6000
· Instructor Workshop Stipends				$12000
· Coordinator Travel					$2000
· Workshop						$2000		
· Curriculum						$2000
· Meal Expense						$2000
$26000
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