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Wisconsin 4-H/Youth Development Staff Perspectives on Hispanic 4-H Programs

Introduction/Need for Research

The Hispanic population in Wisconsin is continuing to increase, with each of the 72 counties having Hispanic residents (Ennis, Rios-Vargas, & Albert, 2011).  As this population continues to increase, Extension and 4-H need to find ways to meet the needs of Hispanic community members to achieve the goal of providing educational opportunities to all community members.

Several studies have been done examining the effects of Hispanic outreach programs and how to better implement these programs in Extension.  One such study, conducted by Farner et al. (2006), described a week long day camp for Hispanic youth that was offered through the University of Illinois Extension. Another study described a successful strategy for how to establish Hispanic 4-H clubs (Lippert, 2009) using a summer literacy program in South Carolina to provide Hispanic students with the chance to improve their reading and writing skills. Conklin-Ginop, Braverman, Caruso, and Bone (2011) described a 4-H Bloco Drum and Dance program that was developed in Windsor, California. The Oregon 4-H Latino Outreach Project (Oregon State University Extension 4-H Youth Development Programs, n.d.) is offered in many forms, including after school activities, community clubs, day camps, and community garden projects.

The purpose of this study was to identify the perspectives of Wisconsin 4‑H/Youth Development agents and staff on Hispanic 4-H programming.  In particular, this study sought to find out what types of Hispanic 4-H programming are currently in existence in Wisconsin, whether or not Hispanic 4-H programming is seen as a necessity, and what Wisconsin 4-H/Youth Development agents and staff see as the major benefits and challenges of offering 4-H programming to the Hispanic population.  	

Conceptual / Theoretical Framework

Ritchie and Stitsworth (1987) identified program leadership and program planning as of the roles paid staff provide in conducting a county 4-H program. Adding 4-H programming for Hispanic youth would be included in these roles. The perceptions of 4-H/Youth Development Agents and other paid staff at the county level will determine if and how new 4-H programs are implemented in response to changing county demographics.

Methodology

A researcher developed survey was used. The survey consisted of both closed and open-ended questions and also included a 17 item five point Likert-type scale. An expert panel of university faculty and former 4-H Youth Development staff currently working as state specialists reviewed the questions for content and face validity. The campus IRB approved the survey. This survey was administered using the online survey tool Qualtrics. A census of all county level 4-H staff, both agents and others, working in September of 2011 was conducted. In total, 84 Wisconsin 4-H/Youth Development agents and staff were sent an email invitation to participate in this survey. Responses were received from 45 individuals (53.6% response rate) following a reminder email message.
	 
Results/Findings

Results of this research indicated that only a few of the counties in Wisconsin currently offer some type of 4-H programming for the Hispanic population, although every county has Hispanic residents. Only 7 participants (16%) indicated that their county did have some sort of 4-H program that is intended for Hispanic youth. In a follow up question asking what type of programming was offered, two people responded that the programs offered for Hispanic youth in their county were after school programs.  One person indicated that their county offered a pre-college program for the youth.  Three people responded that their county 4-H program has 4-H clubs that are directed toward Hispanic youth. When asked to indicate the number of Hispanic youth enrolled in their county’s 4-H program, 30 (67%) indicated that 1 – 2% of their county’s 4-H enrollment was made up of Hispanic youth and 12 (27%) indicating that their county 4-H program had no (0%) Hispanic youth enrolled. The top four barriers listed when asked for barriers to offering programming for Hispanic youth included language barriers, lack of Hispanic population, staff lacking knowledge/skills, and funding.

Participants did indicate an interest in serving diverse audiences.  In total, 75% (32 people) of the respondents either agreed or strongly agreed with the statement “Wisconsin 4-H should concentrate on creating more programs that reach diverse audiences”. 


Conclusions Implications/Recommendations

Few Wisconsin counties offer programs for Hispanic youth. The Wisconsin 4-H/Youth Development agents and staff surveyed indicated that increased programming for underrepresented audiences and programming that increased cultural awareness were of importance. This research also shows that additional research in the area of Hispanic 4-H programming needs to be conducted to determine how to better meet the needs of the Wisconsin 4-H/Youth Development agents and staff who plan and develop these types of programs.  
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