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Enhancing Student Led Presentations Utilizing Prezi
Introduction/Need for Innovation

A 21st century classroom is one that incorporates tried and true literacy skills with new technology. As teachers, we should encourage students to use and incorporate technology as a tool for teaching and learning (Beers, 2007). By exposing students to new technologies and allowing them to incorporate these into their presentations, we make the classroom a welcome place of creativity, collaboration, and investigation. The beneficial use of emerging technology to facilitate learning has been established in numerous research studies (Selwyn, 2007; Messner, 2009; Young, 2009). More research is necessary to adjust current teaching practices and investigate how to effectively use technology to improve learning (McGlynn, 2005). This study addresses research priority four of the American Association for Agricultural Education (AAAE) National Research Agenda – Meaningful, Engaged Learning in All Environments (Doerfert, 2011).

	An effective teacher needs to use a variety of instructional methods. Phipps, Osborne, Dyer, and Ball (2008) found that students from the millennial generation (born after 1982) were spending an average of 6.5 hours in front of some form of media each day. This constant bombardment has led to generally short attention spans. Agricultural science teachers need to take advantage of the strengths and interests of today’s students by using technology to develop the most effective means of educating their students (Phipps et al, 2008). Agricultural science teachers must excite students and use a variety of instructional methods to hold their interest.  The creative use of communicative technology can bring an increased excitement and interest from the student (Clark, 2008). An excellent “learner-centered” teaching approach is requiring students to develop multimedia presentations. 

	Several new presentation software systems are available to enhance teacher’s and student’s presentation skills. One such program launched is known as Prezi. It is an interactive and visually pleasing tool that uses zooming and spatial relationships to present information. Similar to PowerPoint, Prezi has the capability to incorporate text and various other types of media (YouTube videos, pictures, weblinks, etc.).  The difference is that Prezi uses a more streamlined approach that emphasizes both the big picture as well as the connections among ideas. A benefit of Prezi as a presentation tool is that it allows presenters to create an interactive display which is expressive in showing relationships between concepts.
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How It Works
Teachers and students are able to use this program for free, and if using an edu-based email address, will be rewarded with a larger storage capacity. This allows educators to make a large number of these presentations and store them online for free. At the beginning of the course students will be required to sign up with Prezi and will begin exploring various templates. The instructor should present several lessons with this software and expose students to the different options available.Students should be encouraged to experiment with Prezi early on to become familiar with it.

Students will be required to develop a Prezi and use it as a presentation tool for at least one lesson within their teaching methods course.  The presentation must follow the lesson plan format for their specific program and will incorporate aspects of a formal lesson structure (interest approach, objectives, activity, summary, etc). Lessons should contain multiple paths 
between objectives that provide a clear pattern of relationships.  Teachers are encouraged to promote creativity and the use of multiple types of media within the lessons. 

Results to Date

Prezi has proven to be a transformative tool that has built student’s abilities to present information through visual and spatial relationships.  With this software, students have successfully developed lessons that visualize logical relationships and enjoyed the unique nature in which they can manipulate images, text, and video. Many students have taken the use of Prezi to their other classes and have impressed fellow students and other teachers. Participants seemed to enjoy the creativity in Prezi versus the linear approach of PowerPoint. Many have commented on the benefit of seeing the “big picture” within their presentations.

Future Plans/Advice to Others

	The researcher will continue to use the Prezi software in their classes and will encourage students to utilize this, and other creative ways, of presenting material and developing lessons. Prezi should be encouraged within classes that require students to present relationships and patterns. This software could be used to effectively communicate connections between research and effective inquiry. The use of Prezi in presentations and lessons should be required in a wide variety of courses. The use of a Prezi can also be used as a form of assessment.  Instead of a two page paper written on a subject, students can present their ideas through more of a visual medium. Future research plans include comparing student’s opinions of Prezi and other presentation software.

Cost/Resources Needed

	There are several variations of Prezi, including a free version. To get started a Prezi account must be set up online. The free version gives students and teachers 500mb of online storage.  The free version must be edited online, but can be saved and presented offline with a computer containing an updated flash player. There are two pay versions, for $59 or $139 annually, which offer additional features like added storage space, the use of personal logos, system support and a desktop editor to modify your Prezi offline. 
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