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Innovative Idea

Using Tape Art To Promote Student Engagement In Class Discussion 

Introduction

At [State] University, numerous graduate students have enrolled in teaching methodology courses with the aspiration of one day becoming an effective instructor at the post-secondary level.  As these students strive to become effective instructors, they will be confronted with a variety of challenges in their future classrooms (Biggs, 1999).  Some of these challenges include (a) encouraging student participation, (b) eliciting meaningful discussions and creative thinking, and (c) providing opportunities for group and collaborative activities (Bergman, 2010).  One known activity to assist with meeting the challenges of today’s classroom is the use of Tape Art (Fraser, 2012).

Tape Art is a simple and easily accessible art form that can be used by an instructor to promote student engagement, meaningful collaboration, and creative thinking (Fraser, 2012).  Students who are engaged in Tape Art apply tape to a given wall space in the classroom to display a graphic representation of their thoughts and ideas regarding an open-ended question given by the instructor.  Despite its seemingly simple nature, Tape Art can be surprisingly versatile and engaging.  Tape Art affords students the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of course content through imagery (Aanstoos, 2003).  In addition, Tape Art promotes a collaborative learning environment through peer-to-peer interaction as students plan and develop their images on the wall.  Through these interactions, students share ideas and concepts, merging them together into a group expression of their knowledge (Powell & Kalina, 2009; Wheatley, 1991).  As a result, this generated knowledge can be further developed and shared with the class through reflective presentations promoting class discussion (Wheatley, 1991).

How it works

Graduate students at [State] University enroll in Teaching in Higher Education [Rubric number] as an elective course for their plan of study.  The students enrolled in this course are introduced to several teaching methodologies and classroom activities aimed at promoting student engagement, encouraging creative thinking, and maximizing student discussion.  To assist in accomplishing the course objectives, the instructor utilized the tape art activity three times throughout the Fall 2012 semester.  Tape art features two phases – creation phase and discussion phase.  During the creation phase, students were divided into five groups, four groups of two, and one group of three.  Each group was assigned four square feet of wall space in the classroom. Next, the groups were given a roll of low-tack blue painter’s tape and were instructed to use the tape in the form of imagery on the wall to illustrate their answer to the question, “What does effective teaching look like?”  In addition, the groups were provided supplemental information such as (a) art work was limited to the wall space provided, and (b) students had 10 minutes to complete the activity.  After the creation phase, each group was given the opportunity to explain and interpret their images, also known as the discussion phase.  The instructor reflected on their statements and asked the students to connect their interpretations to their class readings.  The discussion phase can last 20 to 60 minutes or longer depending on the instructors plan for the class period.  Because tape art is removable and the image will be destroyed during removal, the instructor may want to take pictures of each groups’ work. 

Results to Date

To date, 11 graduate students participated in the first tape art activity.  The imagery created by the students ranged from simple symbolic forms, some including letters, to more complex three –dimensional pictorial and narrative scenes by crumpling the tape.  The discussion phase lasted for approximately 60 minutes and was a rich and in-depth expansion of the ideas fostered by the tape art.  Student engagement was high throughout the entire activity and all students fully participated.  The reactions of the graduate students regarding the tape art activity were positive.  In fact, one student stated, “ I have never participated in an activity like this before.  This activity allowed me to think deeply about the question, because I knew I would have to symbolize my thoughts.”  In addition, another student said, “Tape art made me think outside of the box.  I also really enjoyed this activity because we had the opportunity to work in groups.  My partner and I shared many ideas, some of which I had never thought of.”  And, one student stated, “This is an activity I plan on incorporating into my future classroom.”  Students also identified several areas of benefit regarding the tape art activity. 

Future Plans

AGED faculty at [State] University will conduct the tape art activity during two more regularly scheduled class periods in the Teaching in Higher Education [Rubric number] course.  At the conclusion of the course, the AGED faculty plans to analyze the pictures of the tape art to assist in determining how the students’ perceptions of effective teaching has changed throughout the semester.  It is anticipated that AGED faculty will implement tape art into other courses at both the graduate and undergraduate levels. 

Cost

The cost associated with tape art is the current cost of a roll of low-tack blue painters’ tape ($2-4 per roll).  For this activity, two rolls of tape were purchased for each of the five groups to be used throughout the semester at a total cost for this activity of $28.00 for 11 students.
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