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Introduction
According to the American Association for Agricultural Education’s research priority 5, efficient and effective agricultural education programs is a national focus of research (Doerfert, 2011).  Doerfert (2011) also identifies opportunities to respond to this research priority by defining the characteristics of effective agricultural programs and to document those results.  An aspect of effective agricultural education is FFA, and potentially the most active students are those receiving FFA scholarships.  These students are estimated to have a high potential for success in higher education, but little research in {State} is available to measure these investments in students’ post-secondary education. 

Brown and Theobald (1998) stated that involvement in extracurricular or co-curricular activities can strengthen connections across learning environments. Garton, Kitchel, and Ball (2005) suggested that student participation in agricultural youth organizations influenced academic performance and retention in a college of agriculture.  Dyer, Breja, and Wittler (2002) recommended that colleges recruit students with agricultural experience because it was a predictor of retention.  However, Smith, Garton, and Kitchel (2010) did not find a relationship between the level of involvement in secondary agriculture programs and academic performance in the first year of college.  Cole and Bokor (1989) concluded that college of agriculture students did not perceive their high school agricultural education curricula better prepared them for post-secondary academic work.   It appears that involvement in agricultural education alone may or may not be related to student success in higher education and that a more focused sampling may offer a more measurable explanation.   In a study conducted on the Georgia HOPE scholarship program, scholarship recipients outperformed their peers in terms of grade point average (Condon, Prince, and Stuckart, 2011).  According to Pieter, Coffey, Morgan, and Kantrovich (2004), scholarship support was a major decision factor to attend a specific college or department, which parallels FFA scholarships.  

Conceptual Framework
This research focused on scholarship students as a population to potentially indicate success in higher education.  Serving as the theoretical model for this research is Condon et.al, (2011) and Pieter et.al, (2004).  This cross-sectional study examines the characteristics of highly involved secondary agriculture education students, which were awarded {State} FFA scholarships, in order to measure their perceived preparation, level of influence in seeking an agricultural education and their self-perceived success in higher education.   This study also aligns with the National Research Priority 5, and serves to measure the effectiveness of selected FFA students that received scholarships and if the investment is returned by supporting successful students. 

  Methodology
To determine the characteristics of Texas FFA scholarship recipients, the researcher used an electronic survey that was pilot tested by current university students.  A Cronbach’s alpha (.80) determined the strength of internal consistency of the survey using ordinal data points.  Data analysis was completed using descriptive statistics as well as analysis of variance testing for significance.  A population was used that included 263 past Texas FFA Scholarship recipients and 703 Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo (HLSR) Scholarship recipient Facebook contacts (N=966).  There was a 49% response rate (n=129) with the past Texas FFA Scholarship recipients and a 20% response rate (n=143) with HLSR Scholarship recipients, for a total response rate of 28% (n=272).  

Findings
The researchers found that 68% of the {State} FFA scholarship recipients in this study were female and 32% were male, with 94% being white, 3% mixed race, 2% Hispanic, and 1% African American.  Nearly all of the students (94%) had some level of experience in production agriculture during high school.  The majority (81%) of these students obtained college credits while in high school, with 57% reporting more than 12 credit hours earned.  Regarding the involvement of these students in FFA, only 4% had never held an FFA office.  99% participated in LDEs, 99% attended FFA conventions, 96% participated in CDEs, 90% exhibited livestock, 86% reported having a SAE, and 47% received FFA proficiencies. When asked to report the cost of post-secondary education, the scholarship recipients had an average yearly cost of $21,473.  54% of the cost was tuition, 27% housing and bills, and the remaining 19% was meals, books and entertainment.  Also, 99% of the students reported receiving additional scholarship support from sources other than the FFA.  When the recipients were asked about their perception of FFA scholarship support, only 3% felt it was not crucial to their success in college and 76% of the recipients felt some level of agreement that the FFA scholarship had a vital role in choosing a college to attend.  Of the 269 students asked if they felt they were more prepared for college than their non-agriculture peers, 19 reported no, 43 slightly better, 100 better, and 107 much better.  The majority of the respondents (82%) also reported that their agricultural teacher and related program experiences had a positive impact on their career choice. 
Conclusions
According to the results of this study, {State} FFA scholarship recipients could be considered to be highly involved in their high school agriculture program.  The majority of the students had experience in agriculture, obtained college credits while in high school, and were involved in various FFA activities.  When asked their perception, scholarship recipients felt more prepared for college than their non-agriculture peers.  Scholarship recipients also felt that the {State} FFA scholarship was crucial to their success and that the scholarship played a vital role in choosing a college to attend.  We can conclude that students highly involved in high school agricultural science programs may be more prepared for college than their non-agriculture peers.  Students also felt that their agriculture science teacher and agriculture program experience had a positive impact on choosing a career, possibly indicating that {State} agricultural science teachers are conducting effective and efficient agricultural education programs.  

Implications/ Recommendations/ Impact on Profession
This study identified perceptions of {State} FFA scholarship recipients regarding their level of FFA involvement, post-secondary preparation, and value of FFA scholarship support. This information gives a student perspective of FFA scholarship support. Further research should be done to compare grade point averages of FFA scholarship recipients to other students to see if the scholarship recipients are performing better.  A post-graduation study could also give an insight into how long it took to complete the degree, whether or not a job was obtained, and total success in college.  
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