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Edmodo:  Social Networking for Education
Introduction
American high school students find themselves immersed in digital technology. Prensky (2001) referred to these technology savvy connoisseurs as digital natives. Many students find themselves in classrooms being taught by teachers who are digital immigrants; these educators are individuals who were not born into the digital world. The teacher education unit at [University] serves a diverse population of pre-service teachers comprised of both digital immigrants and digital natives ([Blind source], personal communication, September 12, 2012). Although they have been exposed to modern technology during their adult lives, digital immigrants can become fluent with information technology (FITness) if they are willing to embrace and engage new technology as it becomes available (Brown, Baker, Edwards, & Robinson, 2011).

The appropriate use of social media in schools is an ongoing national debate with a number of school districts choosing to block or ban social networking sites entirely (Merino, 2012). The inability for some administrators and teachers to communicate with students outside the classroom has created a professional dilemma (Merino, 2012). “The solution isn’t to just hide from the Internet and pretend it doesn’t exist. The jobs of tomorrow are going to assume a certain baseline of Web fluency” (Merino, 2012, p. 2).

Agricultural educators must formulate a plan to achieve educational objectives, communicate with students and parents, and speak to digital natives by means of social networking tools while maintaining a safe environment for everyone involved; one solution is Edmodo.

How it Works
Edmodo (www.edmodo.com) is a closed social network for the classroom. Administrators, teachers, parents, and students can connect in an open online platform; students are given a private invitation code for their class. Merino (2012) aptly described Edmodo, “in essence, it is like having an entire Facebook ecosystem devoted to one class at a time” (p. 3). Teachers have the freedom to create as many groups as they would like (e.g. FFA chapter, booster club, FFA officer team, communities of practice). Teachers and students can set the notification preference to email or text them when a new post is created. Additionally, teachers can upload videos to enhance student learning, post assignment materials, quiz students on materials taught, and alert students of upcoming assignments, extra credit opportunities, and last minute reminders. Teachers also have the option to post communications in real time or scheduled sequence for increased user ease. Students can upload assignments, ask questions, and collaborate with each other safely and securely. Teachers also have an opportunity to join a Career and Technical Education community of practice across the nation with Edmodo. 

Results to Date
The fall 2012 student teaching block at [University] was the pilot test group for integrating Edmodo into the student teaching experience (N = 5). In an effort to maintain technological FITness and introduce new educational technology to cooperating teachers, students are required to utilize different educational technologies in their practice. Consequently, all pre-service teachers including the spring 2013 student teaching block (N = 51) are using this online platform as a tool to share teaching experiences with other members of the class and upload lesson plans, resources, and activities. The majority of students are experiencing teaching for the first time; therefore, Edmodo provides a forum for a community of practice to occur. Registering for Edmodo was optional and Table 1 describes the level of participation in each of the student groups. 

Table 1

Student Participation in Edmodo 
Group			Total Students		Edmodo Users		 	 %
AGED 3103			46			19			41.3
AGED 3203 Lab		15			15			100		
Spring 2013 Block		17			17			100	

The class instructor in each course uses Edmodo to communicate with students.  The following statements are examples of what students have shared about their experience with Edmodo:

“Being able to network with students, parents, and colleagues will benefit me the most as a classroom teacher” (J. Jenkins, personal communication, January 29, 2013).

“Students are given more ownership in the learning process and parents are informed of what’s going on…all while maintaining a professional student teacher relationship” (R. Branscum, personal communication, January 12, 2013).

“I really appreciate being able to have lesson plans available for topics I am unfamiliar with that people I know and trust created; I do not have time to reinvent the wheel” (T. Thomasson, personal communication, February 14, 2013).

Future Plans
“The use of technology within and outside the classroom cannot be ignored” (Murphrey, Miller, Roberts, 2009a, p.110) Student teachers at [University] will continue to be introduced to Edmodo during the four-week student teaching block. If pre-service teachers are not introduced to a variety of instructional technologies during their pre-service education, we cannot expect them to implement those during in-service teaching (Murphrey, et al., 2009b). “Many who currently use information technology have only a limited understanding of the tools they use and a (probably correct) belief that they are underutilizing them” (National Research Council, 1999, p.1). Teacher educators have a professional responsibility to prepare pre-service teachers for success in the teaching profession upon graduation.

Costs/Resources Needed
[bookmark: _GoBack]Costs for the implementation of Edmodo is minimal as it is free to educators, parents, and students. This technology requires access to a computer, an Internet connection, and web browser software. The objective of this innovative idea is to improve delivery of content in the classroom, supply a safe environment for collaboration and student learning, increase communication in teacher-student and teacher-parent relationships, and improve technological “FITness” with no additional cost to an individual, school district, or instructor.
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