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Introduction
The field of agricultural education is a unique teaching profession that includes components that other teachers and teacher education programs do no need to incorporate. Instead of just instruction, the complete agricultural education program focuses on incorporating classroom/laboratory instruction, FFA, and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) (Phipps, Osborne, Dyer, & Ball, 2008). Each of these items is a vital component to a successful agricultural education program. In an attempt to prepare successful agriculture teachers, meaningful early field experience is needed. Meaningful early field experience for agricultural teachers should include a wide variety of experiences that help students begin to think as teachers (Guyton & Byrd, 2000; Carter & Anders, 1996). With such a complex blend of required components, preservice agriculture teachers need opportunities to experience these parts prior to student teaching.  
Unfortunately, in some universities, including the University of [State], all of the early field experiences are offered outside of the agricultural education department. Preservice agriculture teachers are intermingled with all education majors university-wide. While this type of early field experience offers exposure to various instructional techniques and opportunities to work with students, the FFA and SAE components are not incorporated into the experience. Also, according to the American Association for Agricultural Education’s (AAAE) National Standards for Teacher Education in Agriculture (2001), the early field experiences should, “provide preservice students with the opportunity to observe the intra-relationship among instruction, FFA, and SAEs as evidenced by reflection, journaling, and completion of a structured program of experience” (p. 6). 
Program Phases

During the fall semester, all outgoing student teachers are enrolled in the methods course as they prepare for their student teaching experience. Also during this time, an FFA/SAE course is offered for juniors in agricultural education. The professors and graduate students sought to develop a sense of community between and within courses, as well as create an experience that focused on FFA to provide real experience in this component of agricultural education. An FFA Greenhand Night provided the perfect opportunity to provide an early field experience related to FFA for both outgoing student teachers and underclass preservice teachers. 

A local school district that recently chartered an FFA chapter indicated that there was limited interest in joining the organization. During a conversation with the new FFA advisor, the idea of working together to put on an FFA Greenhand night for the incoming freshman surfaced as a great way to provide preservice teachers with FFA advising experience and a useful way to attract high school students into the agricultural education program. The Greenhand Night consisted of five stations, which were based on the requirements to receive the Greenhand degree, as outlined in the FFA Manual. The students enrolled in the FFA/SAE class were paired with at least one preparing student teacher, currently enrolled in the methods courses. The five groups of preservice students worked together to plan a ten-minute lesson that would be presented to a group of high school students. Questions were compiled from each station into a booklet that each high school student filled out as they rotated through the stations. 
On the Greenhand Night, the high school students were split into five groups and rotated through the stations every ten minutes. Since there were five groups, each station of preservice teachers taught the same 10-minute lesson five times to different sets of students. Upon completion of each station, the high school students answered the questions previously written by each group as a way to gauge student understanding. All students that completed the stations and answered the questions were entered into a drawing for FFA prizes to help build enthusiasm. 

All the students that completed the Greenhand Night were eligible to receive their Greenhand degree. To showcase the new group of Greenhands, each student dipped their hand in green paint and put their handprint on a poster. Each hand was labeled with the student’s name, highlighting the new students who received their Greenhand degree. The poster was then hung in the school hallway to promote the FFA program. Upon the completion of the Greenhand Night, the preservice teachers reflected on the experience and identified areas of improvement and possible ways they would like to use the experience in the future.     
Results

The FFA advisor, the high school students, and the preservice teachers enjoyed the Greenhand Night. The Greenhand Night aimed to provide preservice agriculture teachers with an early field experience as an FFA advisor. The night was structured so that the underclassmen could gain experience lesson planning from the student teachers and develop ideas on how the Greenhand Night could be implemented into their program in the future. As a result of this experience, some of the student teachers that were involved in the experience have implemented the idea at their student teaching sites. While the effects on the underclassmen cannot be seen until they are student teachers, the fact that the current student teachers chose to implement the idea into their experience supports the usefulness of early field experience that focus on FFA. 
Future Advice

This was the first time a Greenhand Night was conducted by preservice teachers as an early field experience. It is recommended that more than one school is incorporated into the Greenhand Night if possible. The FFA chapter was very new and therefore, the number of students at each station was very small (3-4 students). While this was a manageable size to work with, more high school students would allow the preservice teachers a larger group of students to work with, which is closer to the actual experiences they will have as a student teacher or teacher. Also, a formal reflection piece is recommended. Although there was a group reflection, individual reflection by the preservice teachers on how they could implement at their student teaching site or future program could help develop new and creative ideas of implementing this FFA strategy.  
Costs and Resources

The resources needed to conduct this early field experience were very limited. An FFA chapter that is locally located and willing to work with the preservice teachers is essential. The materials needed for the Greenhand Night were limited were as follows: green paint ($3); FFA Prizes: $50; Ink Pads ($10); Stamps ($15). The low cost and apparent usefulness of this early field experience make it a viable opportunity for students. Hopefully the preservice teachers took the basics from the early field experience and begin expanding as they enter the agricultural education profession. 
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