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The Green Hand Movie Project: Connecting Past and Present Generations

Introduction
The Green Hand is a 1939 movie based on Paul W. Chapman’s 1932 novel, The Green Hand: A Story of the FFA. Paul Chapman, State Director of Vocational Education in [STATE] from 1926 to1933, was inspired to write The Green Hand after hearing the story of an FFA Father-Son Banquet disrupted by wayward youths. The book is a tale of the redemptive power of the Future Farmers of America (FFA) in the life of an aimless teen. Sears-Roebuck sponsored the 1939 movie based on Chapman’s book (Wheeler, 1948). The Green Hand movie project involved the resurrection of The Green Hand movie and the development and incorporation of this historical work into a modern day instructional resource. With this educational resource, current students gain a better understanding of FFA history and make connections to past generations. 
In the movie, Fred Dale, a troubled youth and the leader of a group who disrupts an FFA banquet, shoots the agriculture teacher in a hunting accident. The teacher forgives Fred and convinces him to join the FFA and become a Greenhand. The FFA inspires Fred to develop a Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) and to become a champion in the FFA public speaking event (Green Hand on Screen, 1940).
After The Green Hand movie’s completion in 1939, it was widely distributed in the U.S., where it was shown in theaters and agriculture classrooms. The movie inspired FFA members for over thirty years. In the 1960’s, as the movie aged, especially in comparison with newer movie styles, The Green Hand fell into disuse, showing little relevance to modern agriculture and FFA members. Most copies of the movie were lost. In 1982, one researcher could locate a copy of the movie. Eventually, a copy was found in storage at a regional education office. This copy was donated to the University of [STATE] library. The film was converted to several early video formats and eventually to a digital format. Through this project, the movie with call-outs and instructional resources was made available via the University of [STATE] podcast server. 

Martin, Ball, and Conners (2006) stated that “Attaining a historical perspective for the discipline will help shape the discipline for future generations” (p. 21). History is ingrained in many of the FFA activities, degrees, and competitive events such as the FFA Quiz. Knowledge of FFA history is also a requirement for the Greenhand Degree, the entry level FFA degree for high school agriculture students. To receive the Greenhand Degree, members must meet a number of requirements including demonstrating an understanding of FFA history.
Methodology
A copy of the movie was digitized and imported for video editing using iMovie. The movie was analyzed to develop an outline of the story plot and to determine the major topics presented in the movie with historical value with relevance to modern agriculture, agriculture education, agriculture students, and FFA members.

The major topics of the movie, which included agricultural practices and organizations, FFA programs, famous statesmen, and historical events, were prioritized for historical value and modern agricultural or FFA significance. Twelve topics were selected for development, which included the construction of a worksheet on each topic. Supplemental information provided in the worksheets established connections of the topic to modern practices. The video was edited for clarity and slides to cue the teacher of appropriate points at which to stop the movie for discussion and worksheet completion. 
Results to Date/Implications

There are currently 12 worksheets developed to accompany The Green Hand. Each worksheet is referenced at a specific point in the movie with a visual prompt. The prompts provide the teacher with a message that the movie may be stopped at this point for discussion and that a worksheet over the topic just presented in the movie is appropriate to reinforce learning. The worksheet topics include Agricultural Cooperatives, Diversified Farming, FFA Public Speaking, Career Development Events (CDEs), Henry Groseclose, Henry W. Grady, Legumes, Official FFA Dress, Soil Erosion, Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE), The Great Depression, The Greenhand Degree, and the National FFA Convention. 
The Green Hand is an inspiring story of the FFA. Alpha Fowler, star of the movie, stated that the movie is an inspiration of service, upholding the best traditions of rural life (The Agriculturist, 1939). Bringing historical documents of significance to the profession back to life with a modern day educational value is a worthy and recommended undertaking. 
Future Plans/Advice to Others

Historical preservations should be an on-going project in the agricultural education profession. Aldrich (2003) stated that the employment of evidence from the past to provide a greater understanding of the present is part of the duty to our own generation. Freathy and Parker (2010) encouraged historical inquiry as a counterpart to other research methods, adding depth and range to our understanding of education, and illuminating important philosophical issues. Instructional resources should be designed to emphasize historical significance when appropriate. The materials developed to accompany The Green Hand movie were simple and straight forward to develop, and cost effective. Preserving historical documents in the profession and incorporating them into modern instructional resources is recommended to those who wish to increase the historical knowledge base of the profession. Historical preservation projects accomplish two main purposes. They help preserve historical documentation of the profession and add relevance and understanding of past events for modern learners, both of which are worthy of further study.


Costs/Resources Needed
Cost and resources for the project were minimal. A faculty member with a background in agricultural and FFA history provided direction to University provided student labor. Students researched and obtained historical documents. An iMac computer with iMovie was used for video editing, which was completed by students at the direction of the faculty supervisor. While total cost in labor and materials was minimal, cost is even less significant when it is considered that hundreds of teachers, and possibly thousands, will have access to the movie and accompanying instructional resources though the University podcast server. 
The significance of this project is that The Green Hand has been preserved for the profession and a valuable educational resource has been created. The edited version and accompanying instructional materials provide educational connections for current students and FFA members to historical events. 
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