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The Decline of African America Agriculture Education Teachers in [STATE]

Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Croom and Alston (2009) state that diversity is important to education because it affects all students, regardless of race or cultural background, and that educational systems can be improved by increasing diversity. The African American population in [STATE] has risen from 26% in 1980 to 30% in 2010 and is projected to continue to rise to 32% by 2030 (Hauer, n.d.). Although the total number of African Americans in the state is increasing, the number of African American agriculture education teachers has been declining. From 1954 to1964 African American agriculture education teachers made up about 32% of the total number of agriculture teachers in [STATE], but in 2013 African American agriculture teachers accounted for only 6.4% of the total number of agriculture teachers in the state ([STATE] DOE, 2013). The decrease in the number of African American agriculture education teachers has been observed on the national level as well. In a study conducted at Morehead State University, Kantrovich (2010) found that of the 8,467 agriculture education teachers in the United States, less than 4% were non-Caucasian.

In 1935 the New Farmers of America (NFA) became a national organization for African-American young men. In 1965 the NFA merged with the Future Farmers of American (FFA). During that time period, public schools across the south and in other parts of the nation were desegregated. Wakefield and Talbert (2000) stated that in 1966, after desegregation, that many long-term African American agriculture education teachers and supervisors were being cut back or given roles without clear function or purpose. Dr. Ira Hicks stated that from 1971 until he retired as a teacher educator in 1985, he saw the number of African American agriculture education teachers in [STATE] decrease significantly (personal communication, October 11, 2013). This decline in the number of African American agriculture teachers has shaped the agricultural education teaching profession and will likely continue to have implications for the future direction of the agriculture education program.

Conceptual Framework
Talbert, Larke, and Jones (1999) state that the needs of minority students within the agriculture profession must be examined in order to improve the recruitment and retention of this important population. While the percentage of African Americans in the agriculture education profession in [STATE] and across the United States has declined, the literature of the profession has been deficient in studies related to the problems surrounding the lack of racial diversity. The Journal of Agricultural Education has published only four studies in the last five years that directly relate to African American involvement in the agriculture education profession. Even fewer studies were found that investigate causation or propose solutions to the problem of decreased diversity within agriculture education. According to Wakefield and Talbert (2000), historical resources can be used to determine what has led to the decrease of African American involvement in the FFA and agriculture education. Through the evaluation of the history of agriculture education and the role of African Americans in agriculture education, the profession can obtain a better understanding of the attrition of African American agriculture education teachers. Following the identification of the causes of the decline in numbers of African Americans in agriculture education, solutions can be proposed to increase racial diversity within agriculture education.

Methodology
As a part of the project, documents detailing teacher names, race, and school for [STATE] were collected and preserved. These documents were published by the [STATE] Department of Education from 1918, when the first agriculture education teachers were employed, to 2013. Personal interviews were conducted with one retired teacher educator (I. Hicks Jr., personal communication, October 11, 2013) and two retired regional coordinators (D. G. Farmer, personal communication, September 25, 2013 and L. M. Thompson, personal communication, September 22, 2013). The race of individual agriculture education teachers was determined through official documents of the [STATE] Department of Education and personal knowledge of retired agriculture education officials. Numbers and percentages of agriculture education teachers in [STATE] by race were calculated for 13 school years during the period of 1918-2013, using dates in ten year increments from 1954, the year of the highest total number of African American agriculture education teachers in [STATE].

Results
During the 1917-1918 school year, with the passing of the Smith-Hughes Vocational Education Act that incorporated agricultural education into schools, there were 11 white male agriculture education teachers and one African American male agriculture education teacher ([STATE] DOE, 1918). From 1917 until the 1950’s, the total number of agriculture teachers climbed each year, with African American teachers consistently making up approximately 29% of agriculture teachers in [STATE] ([STATE] DOE, 1918-1954). After the merger of the FFA and NFA in 1965 and the desegregation of public schools, there was a noticeable decrease in the number of African American agriculture education teachers. The percentage of African American agriculture education teachers dropped from approximately 32% from 1954 to 1964 to a record low of 6.4% in 2013 ([STATE] DOE, 1964 & 2013). Table 1 shows the trend of declining numbers of African American agriculture education teachers from 1954 to 2013.

Table 1 
Number of Agriculture Education Teachers by Race, 1954-2013
	
	1954
	1964
	1974
	1984
	1994
	2004
	2013

	White
	342
	263
	245
	264
	255
	350
	393

	African American
	164
	126
	  75
	  56
	  35
	  32
	  27



Conclusions and Recommendations
The number of African Americans involved in the agriculture education profession in [STATE] has declined dramatically since 1954. In 2013, African Americans make up only 6.4% of the agriculture education teachers in [STATE]. The following recommendations are proposed for future research regarding the decline of African Americans in the agriculture education profession: 
· Conduct studies to describe the problems associated with the lack of racial diversity in agriculture education. 
· Determine reasons for the decline in the number of African American agriculture education teachers. 
· Determine methods to attract more African Americans to the field of agriculture education.  
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