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Research Poster Abstract


Increasing Hispanic Population in the State of Oklahoma: Challenges and Opportunities for Agricultural Extension and Research
Introduction/Need for research
	In the state of Oklahoma, the Hispanic population is a rapid growing minority (Ennis, Ríos-Vargas, & Albert, 2011) but also a population with a high poverty rate (DeNavas-Walt, Proctor, & Smith, 2011). This population could benefit from the Cooperative Extension Service (OCES) in the state. The objectives of this paper were: (1) to highlight the significance of the Hispanic community in Oklahoma; and (2) to address the need for research in regards to serving Hispanics by the OCES in Oklahoma.
Conceptual Framework
The Hispanic population represents the 16.3% of the United States population, 50.5 million people; they grew 43% from 2000 to 2010, more than four times the nation’s 9.7% growth rate (Ennis et al., 2011), and it is the most rapidly growing demographic group in rural areas in the United States; by 2000, half of rural Hispanics resided outside traditional settlement areas of the Southwest (Kandel & Cromartie, 2004). By 2012, the Hispanic population represented 9% of Oklahoma’s population, growing at a rate of 85.2% from 2000 to 2010 (Ennis et al., 2011). According to DeNavas-Walt, Proctor, and Smith (2011), poverty among the United States population went from 14.3% in 2009 to 15.1% in 2010; for the Hispanic population the numbers are higher, 25.3% to 26.6% for the same period. Sullivan and Ziegert (2008) concluded that, although it may slightly vary according to country of origin, the main causes of poverty among the Hispanic population in the United States were low levels of education, English language proficiency, and time of permanence in the country.
Methodology
The methodology used in this study was literature review. The researchers reviewed different sources to highlight the significance of the Hispanic population in the state of Oklahoma, and the need to conduct research to better serve the Hispanic population through the Cooperative Extension Service. Sources of information were subjected to internal and external criticism, for accuracy and authenticity (McDowell, 2002). Analysis of arguments and critical thinking were used to find relationships between sources (Hart, 1998).
Findings
The literature showed that the number of farms operated by Hispanics in Oklahoma went from 1,498 farms in 2002 to 784 in 2007, a 47% decrease. 67% of these farms were 50 acres or larger, 70% out of the 784 farms were fully owned by Hispanics (United States Department of Agriculture [USDA], 2009). By 2002, 21% of farms operated by Hispanics in the state of Oklahoma accessed government programs, compared with 28% for the state average; also, Hispanic farms received 26% less funding than the state average (USDA, 2009).  This information showed the need of the Hispanic population to approach services like the ones offered by the OCES. It also showed the need of conducting research to make these programs accessible and adapt them to the culture and specific needs of the Hispanic population in the state.
Extension programs have adapted for Hispanic population in states like California, New Mexico, Texas, Florida, and Puerto Rico, showing positive outcomes (Swisher, Brennan, Shah, & Rodriguez, 2008). Offering extension services by Spanish-English bilingual agents, in combination with support material translated to Spanish, had positive effects reaching Hispanic population (Israelsen, Young, & Boman, 2006). Hispanic population felt more comfortable sharing information with people from their same culture (Justen, Haynes, VanDerZanden, & Grudens-Schuck, 2011). However, there are other states where non-Hispanic extension agents were not culturally prepared, and were not receiving any training, to reach the needs of the Hispanic population (Wyman, Escobedo, Varela, Asuaje, Mayer, Swisher, & Hermansen, 2011). 
In the state of Oklahoma, by 2011, only one extension agent was providing Spanish-English bilingual/cultural adapted services to the Hispanic community, focusing on family nutrition (Oklahoma State University, 2011).  However, in 2013, Oklahoma State University’s College of Human Sciences and OCES hired a specialist in multicultural and community engagement, aiming to determine multicultural and diversity training needs of the extension educators in the state (Fabregas Janeiro, & Atiles, 2013). This information will be used to design training according to extension educators intercultural competence needs. Also, this specialist would design programs to better serve minorities and underserved population groups, including the Hispanic population. This approach includes the translation of learning materials, identification of needs for intercultural training for extension educators, and the assessment of intercultural competence (Fabregas Janeiro, Martin & Atiles, 2013).
Conclusions/Recommendations/Impacts on the Profession
The conclusions of this study  are,  (1) in the state of Oklahoma, like in other states of the country, the Hispanics population continue to grow at a rate substantially higher than the rest of the population, and poverty is highly affecting this population group (Ennis et al., 2011; DeNavas-Walt et al., 2011; Kandel & Cromartie, 2004). Diverse factors may explain poverty among Hispanics but low level of education is reported as one of the main factors (Sullivan & Ziegert, 2008). Extension educators may contribute to raise the level of education of Hispanic population, and (2)  Studies have shown success when Hispanics are approached and offered services designed to consider culture, education, and language (Israelsen et al., 2006; Justen et al., 2011; Swisher et al., 2008; Wyman et al., 2011). These aspects should be considered when conducting research and/or developing services for Hispanics. More research is needed to better serve the Hispanic population in the state.
This study recommends offering services related to the general well-being of the Hispanic families, such as services related to family support, agriculture, government programs access, and grant opportunities. This approach Includes, but is not limited to, the translation of learning materials, identification of needs of the Hispanic population and intercultural training for extension educators. 
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