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State FFA Degree as an Indicator of the Level of Participation

Introduction
Since the 1980s, researchers have identify FFA membership as an indicator of involvement and the future of agricultural education. They have discussed FFA’s decline of membership in the 1970s and 1980s as having been partially caused by the negative image of FFA as an organization for farmers and the use of the term “vocational” in agriculture as having negative suggestions (Norris & Briers, 1988). Membership in the 1980s through the turn of the century fluctuated and began to make a steady increase to what are now record numbers (Breja & Dyer, 1999; The National FFA Organization, 2014). Five years ago Texas FFA implemented affiliation by chapter, where by all students in agriculture classes become valid FFA members if the chapter so chooses (Texas FFA, 2014). The suggestion was made that agriculture students, not in FFA, under the old system would become active members with this more automatic membership. Jaure (1997) indicated that earning a state degree can be a motivating reason of note for students to join FFA. As membership in the organization increases, is this translating into higher numbers of active participants? The purpose of this study was to; 1) determine the current status of membership in Texas, 2) the current status of state degree recipients in the same state, and 3) the relationship between size of membership and likelihood of receiving a state degree. 
Conceptual/theoretical framework
[bookmark: _GoBack]It has been suggested that state degree recipient numbers are one of the markers or classification variables that can be used to determine the quality of an agricultural education program (Christmas, 1989; Jaure, 1997; Vaughn & Moore, 2000). State Degree recipients are considered the highest awarded members in a high school FFA setting. To achieve the award members must complete a well-rounded series of activities designed to highlight the intended educational goals of FFA and agricultural education. The requirements for the state degree according to Texas FFA (2014) are; fulfill the requirements of the chapter degree, been an active member for 24 months at the time of receipt of the degree, complete two years (360 hours) of systematic school instruction in agricultural education above the ninth grade level, which includes SAE, earned and invested at least $200 and worked 200 hours outside of class time in a SAE program (the combination of hours and dollars must exceed the number 799). Also they must; demonstrate leadership by performing 10 parliamentary law procedures, giving a six minute speech on agriculture or FFA, serving as an officer, committee chairperson or a committeeman, have a satisfactory academic record, participate in 10 activities above the chapter level in at least three of the six categories, participate in the planning and implementation of the chapters program of activities, and complete at least 25 hours of community service in two or more activities.  
It can be asserted that a student’s involvement in a well-rounded program of activities over the course of high school would result in the completion of the requirements for state degree. Degree recipient numbers have been used in this study to measure and make statements about levels of participation and involvement. 
Methodology
The researchers conducted a cross-sectional descriptive study using publicly available data. Descriptive studies are a form of quantitative research used to attempt to illustrate the features of a phenomena or an aspect of a specified population (Gall, Gall & Borg, 2003). Known limitations of this research design are the consequences of change in the population over time (Gall, Gall & Borg, 2003). As a known limitation, the research is not intended to speak to a larger population or have the ability to draw comparisons to another population. The researchers are only interested in describing one state’s membership in 2014. 
Publicly accessible data was collected from the Texas FFA website in Excel format. The files contained 1929-2014 state degree recipients classified by state area, chapter name, and year of award. The 2014 vote delegate and membership data classified on area, chapter name, and chapter number was also gathered from the Texas FFA website. There were 1,037 chapters found, representing 103,842 individual members. A total of 2074 state degrees were awarded in 2014 by Texas FFA. The data was then entered into the ArcGIS© platform to display spatial and regional relationships. 
Results/Findings
The objectives of the study were to describe the population of Texas FFA membership. In 2014 there were 103,842 official members in 1037 local chapters. A total of 2,074 members (1.997%) were awarded a state degree. No members in 512 chapters (49.373%) received a state degree in 2014. Less than 5% of local membership in 889 (85.728%) chapters were awarded state degrees. Six hundred sixty-seven (64.32%) chapters fell below the state average for percentage of membership (1.997%) to earn a state degree. 
 The top 10% of chapters with the highest membership represent 33% of the statewide membership and 530 (25%) of the recipients. While the top 10% of chapters when ranked by awards as a percentage of local chapter membership (25% - 5.769%), represent 104 (5%) of the state degree recipients and 7116 (6%) of the total statewide membership. 
The top 35 (3.375%) local chapters by percentage of members who were awarded a state degree, represent 229 (10.897%) of the total state degree recipients while their chapters contain only 1,541 (1.484%) of the total state membership. The top 35 (3.375%) chapters by total membership numbers, represent 16,725 (16.106%) of total state membership and received 206 (9.932%) of the total state degrees. When mapped, the top chapters ranked by percentage of members who were awarded the state degree represented predominantly rural and strongly agricultural areas of the state. 
Conclusions/implications/future questions
There are a small percentage of members being awarded the state degree in Texas. It appears that the large majority (85.728%) of chapters are not involving a proportional number of students in the awarding process. The 35 chapters containing 1.484% of the state’s membership received 10.897% of the state degrees. While the 35 largest chapters, representing 16.106% of membership received 9.932% of the state degrees. It is the smaller of the chapters, by membership numbers, which appear to be awarding a higher percentage of members degrees at the state level. The largest of the chapters are, as expected in suburban and urban areas and the smaller chapters represent more rural and predominantly agricultural regions. The push for increased membership in the form of affiliation has produced suburban and urban chapters with large numbers of members. The researcher is suggesting that, the current model geared to increase membership does not appear to be leading to an increase in percentage of active participation as defined in this study. If this is the case, what was the purpose of increasing membership? In this cross section, it would appear that smaller programs in agricultural areas are more likely to produce state degreed members. It has been 25 years since the changing of FFA’s name to reflect a change in focus; however, rural students are still more likely to receive the state degree award. Is the award geared to these students or are there barriers to the more urban student? 
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