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Introduction/Need for Innovation
The integration of Internet technologies in the classroom continues to grow and has a positive impact on student’s college academic experiences (Jones, 2002).  As these technologies, including social media, continue to grow and improve and access to these technologies increases, it can be beneficial for university faculty to harness these technologies in the classroom (Dunlap & Lowenthal, 2009).  A Pearson Education study found that 83% of college students regularly use a smartphone (2014).  This finding opens up another avenue of technology that university faculty can utilize in the classroom.

At [University] the [course] is currently offered in a three hour lecture format without a laboratory component.  Without this laboratory component, students receive less hands-on experiences.  An innovation was needed to help increase hands-on learning experiences for students without taking away from in-class lecture time.  

Vine, a micro-vlogging application available on smartphones, was chosen for students in [course] to document their out-of-class learning experiences.  “Micro-vlog posts are a way of sharing short bursts of information, the visual/audio version of 140 characters” (Merritt, 2013).  Students were encouraged to utilize the University farm and staff as well as their own farms and ranches to document their understanding of course topics throughout the semester.  These Vine videos were then available throughout the remainder of the semester to be utilized for review and reflection of course content.
How it Works/Methods/Steps

Vine is a free application available on Android, iOS, and Windows smartphone platforms (vine.co, 2015).  This application allows users to create and edit six-second videos and share them online through the application.  The first step is having students download the free application and set up an account if they are not currently a user of the application.  If all students in the course do not have access to a smartphone, grouping students may be necessary to ensure participation capabilities. 

For this specific innovative idea, students in [course] are required to create five Vine videos throughout the course of the semester.  Each video must be a depiction of the current topics being covered in the course.  The students receive a grade for their videos based on video quality, originality, and accuracy of information delivered in the video.
Like the microblogging application Twitter, Vine utilizes hashtags.  A hashtag is “a word or phrase preceded by the symbol # that classifies or categorizes the accompanying text” (Merriam-Webster’s online dictionary, n.d.).  In this innovative idea, students were additionally required to utilize three hashtags as well as a description when posting their Vine video.  Two of the hashtags were more general, thus allowing for those looking for University related information and agricultural related information to find the videos created by this course while the other hashtag was course specific.  The course specific hashtag made the grading process easier because all videos were grouped together in one location through this hashtag.
Results to Date/Implications

Vine was utilized in [course], an introductory agriculture course in the Fall 2014 semester.  This course is comprised of 14 freshmen and 8 sophomores. The entire course is offered through a face-to-face delivery method in a traditional classroom and does not have a laboratory component. The instructor introduced the innovative idea early in the semester to allow students the opportunity to download the application, become comfortable with the program, and to brainstorm ideas.  Additionally students were divided into pairs to work together throughout the semester, as two students did not have access to a smartphone.

The first due date was assigned and students had the choice of any topic covered up to that point of the semester to utilize as the topic for their Vine video.  Additionally, the instructor posted a sample Vine video as an example for the students.  On the due date of the assignment, students complete peer participation evaluations, which factored into their grade for the assignment.  This process continued for five total Vine videos per team throughout the semester.

At the conclusion of the semester a survey was distributed to assess students’ perceptions toward Vine in the classroom.  A majority of the students liked the idea of using social media in the classroom and enjoyed doing the videos in teams rather than alone.  When asked to rank the usability of the application, 77% of the students said the application was easy to use.  While a small number of the students utilized their own videos as well as the videos of other students for study purposes, the majority chose not to use this study method.  Seventy-two percent of the students felt that Vine should remain a part of the course in future semesters.
Future Plans/Advice to Others
Future plans for the use of Vine in [course] include the addition of requirements such as the use of live animals and actual production processes in two or more of the Vine videos throughout the semester. Students will be able to utilize the University farm and staff to aid in these requirements if they do not have access on their own family farms or ranches.  These additional requirements could better provide for greater student understanding of the course content since this course does not have a laboratory component.  It is advised to monitor peer participation throughout the semester and reassign groups if the need arises to ensure equal participation within teams.
Costs/Resources Needed

Vine is a free application available to Android, iOS, and Windows smartphone users.  With an ever-increasing number of students who own a smartphone, most students already own the required resource that is needed.  While it is advised that the instructor have a smartphone, it is not required as Vine videos are viewable online, therefore evaluations can be conducted on a personal computer.
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