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Introduction
School-Based Agricultural Education has prepared students for careers in agriculture for over one hundred years.  In that time, programs have evolved to meet the needs of students and industry, in order to equip students with the skills and knowledge to enter the workforce of American agriculture.  Regardless of the structure of the program, agricultural education programs “should be designed to meet the needs of the local community” (Talbert, Vaughn, & Croom, 2005, p. 86).  Over the past several years, “a substantial number of smaller-scale, locally oriented, flexibly organized farms and food producers are taking root throughout the United States” (Lyson, 2004, p. 61), attracting more consumers to learn about the source of their food, with national direct-to-consumer sales increasing to $1.2 billion in 2007, from $551 million in 1997 (Martinez et al., 2010) thus creating an opportunity for School-Based Agricultural Education to garner support and community involvement.  Likewise, it also creates an opportunity for the local agricultural education program to provide educational outreach to their local community.  Agricultural education programs incorporating and addressing aspects of the local food movement into their curriculum and programming have the potential to gain new support and interest in supporting School-Based Agricultural Education and FFA.  Agricultural education instructor Sarah LaRose utilized the input of advisory committee members, Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) employers, and various agricultural organizations in the state to create and implement a Local Food Production curriculum within the agricultural program at Nonnewaug High School in Woodbury, Connecticut beginning in the fall of 2012.  As a result, new community partners now support the programming offered by the agriscience program.  

How it Works
Agriculture teacher Sarah LaRose noticed an increasing number of SAE students working in fruit and vegetable production, engaged in farmer’s markets, and working for farms marketing produce through the Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) model.  At the suggestion of members of the agriscience program’s advisory committee, [agriculture teacher] began to build a Local Food Production curriculum based of the feedback from these stakeholders as well as previously existing syllabi from community colleges, junior colleges, and two-year associate’s degree programs.  LaRose applied for, and was awarded, a Food For All Grant from the National FFA Organization to develop a school garden which would produce food for the local food bank.  FFA members created educational displays for area agricultural fairs which informed fairgoers of the project, as well as provided information on growing and cooking vegetables.  During the first year of the project, two area businesses donated supplies and seedlings, and two local chapters of the State Grange donated seeds and seed potatoes.  Additionally, the school constructed a greenhouse with three different hydroponic systems. 
Members of the program’s advisory committee were instrumental in helping to build new relationships with other area stakeholders in addition to LaRose making connections with area agricultural organizations.  As a result, twelve new stakeholders joined as members of the advisory committee to help direct and shape the work of the curriculum.  New members included area farmers, grocery store owner, produce manager, and chef/restaurant owner.  These new supporters were eager to help out the agriculture program, leading to new fundraisers, guest speakers, field trip and SAE opportunities, and student-grown produce featured at two restaurants, a grocery store, the local food bank, and the school cafeteria.  Produce from the school’s greenhouse and garden has brought new awareness to the program from new stakeholders who previously had not heard of the program

Implications
Agricultural education programs have the potential to harness new supporters by harnessing the energy and interest of those newly interested in food production.  Though each program is situated in a unique community, “forming key partnerships with parents, knowledgeable individuals, businesses, groups, and other volunteers is a key to local program success.  Partnerships allow the community the privilege of being a part of the agricultural education program and provide resources to make the program stronger” (Talbert, Vaughn, & Croom, 2005, p. 110).  Rural sociologist Thomas Lyson describes the local food movement as being “civic agriculture” which he explains as “the embedding of local agricultural and food production in the community” and that “Civic agriculture is not only a source of family income for farmer and food processor; civic agricultural enterprises contribute to the health and vitality of communities in a variety of social, economic, political, and cultural ways” (Lyson, 2004, p.62). Capitalizing upon community building inherent in the local food movement can lead to increased community engagement and support for the agricultural education program, as well as new SAE opportunities for students and educational resources for the agriculture education instructor.  In a 2007 study, researchers identified twenty-four categories of problems facing high school agriculture education instructors, including community support and fundraising (Boone & Boone, 2007, p. 39).  Agriculture education instructors have the opportunity to capitalize on the community support developed by incorporating members of the local food movement into their program, and consequently possibly generate more funding for their programs.  

Future Plans
The Local Food Production curriculum at Nonnewaug High School is currently in its fourth year of implementation and has produced over 5,000 pounds of produce donated to the local food bank, and continues to supply produce to the school cafeteria.  New aquaponic grow systems have been incorporated into the curriculum.  Agriculture education instructors, advisory committee members, and FFA Alumni members continue to develop the relationship with area stakeholders and have several fundraisers planned for this year.  The program looks to continue to diversify their offerings and strengthen course enrollment.  Other agriculture education programs around the state and country have solicited advice from the teacher who founded the program on how to incorporate aspects of the Local Food curriculum into their coursework.  

Resources Needed
The Local Food Production curriculum discussed in this paper was developed by Sarah LaRose.  Agricultural education teachers should utilize input from community stakeholders to develop curriculum specific to their community.  Currently the United States Department of Agriculture has a useful tool on their website, the “Know Your Farmer Know Your Food Compass.”  It is available for free download at: http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=KYF_COMPASS .  

Additionally, a variety of grants are available for construction of school gardens and greenhouses.
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