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Introduction
The use of innovative instructional methods in photography courses can 
improve students’ creativity (Kennedy & Akers, 2018) and understanding of camera 
functions, including exposure (Anchell, 2015). 

Once undergraduate students learn the basic skills, photography teaches 
them to think critically, independently, and creatively (Bogre, 2014).

This innovative idea is the use of a challenging night photography
experiential learning activity to teach exposure concepts at the beginning of 
a two-week, entry-level agricultural communications photography course.

How It Works
During the first two days of the two-week semester, students received 
introductory lectures in the classroom about the basics of exposure.

The night photography activity occurred in two phases on
the third day of class: 
	 (1) In-class session: Introduced techniques, viewed long exposure photos
	 (2) Field outing to a farm: Students practiced night photography

During the field outing, students were instructed to set their cameras to 
various exposure settings while the instructor light-painted subjects. 

Back in the classroom, students were asked to critique their work. 

Results To Date / Implications
While many students admitted the night photography outing was 
challenging, most found this initial field experience to be beneficial to their 
overall understanding of exposure as well as the value of quality equipment.

Future plans / Advice to Others
Night photography will continue to be used as a field experience in the 
course.

Providing an equipment list at the beginning of the course is important to 
give students plenty of time to acquire the different camera items needed for 
the outing. 

Instructors should place a specific emphasis on the importance of a sturdy 
tripod and a camera-compatible shutter release remote. 

Costs / Resources Needed
Students are responsible for purchasing their own cameras, lenses, and
needed accessories, including a tripod and shutter release remote, as well as 
a Adobe Creative Cloud subscription for photo organization and editing.

Establishing a relationship with a landowner in a location away from city 
lights is helpful when organizing an effective night photography outing in an 
agricultural setting.
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“I really didn’t know anything about my 
camera going into it, but by the end of the 
night, I was start to feel confident in how 
to use my camera.”

“I could not get my settings right, and 
all of my pictures were very grainy. 

But I loved doing this. I definitely 
learned a lot about my camera and 

light during this experience.”

Student reactions to night photography experience


