Land-Based Learning Centers:

A Multi-Generational Educational
Approach to Promoting On-Farm
Sustainable Agriculture
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Methods
Teams consisting of a secondary school teacher, farmer,
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e 181 students developing projects
Intervention: With help from Extension Educator
Jim Isleib, students designed replicated trials to
test treatments in relation to yield, farm
profitability, and soil health: urea, composted
manure, cover crop, mulching with cut hay, and
control plots. Plots were monitored over the
summer by student interns.

Discussion
Teachers articulated the authenticity and problem-based
nature of the learning experiences as assets for students.

Preliminary Evidence

- Knowledge of Extension increased. . o
Evaluation: 96% of students indicated that, as a

result of this project, they knew more about
sustainable agriculture, potential careers in
agriculture, and the relationship between soil
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- Awareness of agriculture increased; specifically,
awareness of the steps involved in growing food.
Hands-on learning opportunities increased.
Interest in agricultural careers has increased.

We are conducting research on student learning
outcomes associated with the project.
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