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INTRODUCTION

e Student teaching is one of the most
critical components in the development
of future agriculture teachers (Deeds et
al., 1991)

e The student teaching experience should
be constructive as well as adventageous

METHODOLOGY

e 35 items were categorized under the
following five core elements:
o Classroom and laboratory instruction
o Student leadership development (FFA
Activities)
o Cooperating teacher/student teacher
relationships
o School and community
relationships/resources
o Supervised agricultural experience
programs
e Students rated their perceived level of
importance as: 1 (no importance), 2 (low
importance), 3 (medium importance), 4
(much importance), and 5 (high

PURPOSE

Determine preservice teachers’ perceptions of
important elements before the student teaching
experience

Determine preservice teachers’ perceptions of
important elements after the student teaching
experience

Determine if there was a change in the student
teachers’ perceptions of the important elements

CONCLUSIONS

The preservice teachers perceived the most
important element of the student teaching
experience was the cooperating teacher/student
teacher relationship, which is congruent with
findings of Harlin et al. (2002) and Young and
Edwards (2006).

The element of the cooperating teacher/student
teacher relationships is the only element that
went unchanged. All others contained items that
changed positively or negatively.
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