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Introduction/Need for Innovation  
vEarly field experiences have been identified as an

important component of coursework in agricultural
education teacher preparation programs (Smalley &
Retallick, 2012).

vTraditionally, students in Introduction to Teaching
Agriculture complete 12 hours of structured observations
of agriculture teachers, microteaching activities, and
reflections.

vDue to the on-going COVID-19 pandemic, a remote field
observation was developed and implemented.

vThe remote field observation experience was
implemented in Fall 2020.

vAll 30 students in the course completed the experience.
vThe quality of submitted assignments was excellent, with

a class average of 96%.
vStudent comments indicated they would have preferred a

face-to-face setting; however, they recognized the inability
to do so as a result of the pandemic.

Results to Date   

Future Plans/Advice to Others/Costs 
vThe course instructor plans to return to the traditional approach of completing field observations in

future semesters.
vThe remote observation experience could be used if students have extenuating circumstances, such as

lack of transportation or scheduling conflicts.
vThe activities developed as part of the remote field observation experience can supplement classroom

observations and provide a few common experiences since there is considerable variation in what
students observe across different classrooms.

vAdditional agricultural education specific videos will be created and archived for future use.
vThe section on innovative teaching ideas needs clarification as it generated questions from several

students.
vApproximately 10 hours was invested in selecting videos and modifying observation prompts and

activities from the field observation guide used in previous semesters.
vNC State University pays $4990 for 300 subscriptions to ATLAS per year.

How It Works  

vThe field observation experience consisted of six activities
in Planning and Instruction, Classroom Management, FFA,
SAE, and Innovative Teaching Ideas.
vSix videos were selected in ATLAS (Accomplished
Teachers, Learning, and Schools) for students to observe
effective teaching characteristics, and the use of teaching
methods and questioning strategies.
vVideos were also used to introduce students to classroom
procedures and management strategies and the integration
of FFA and SAE.
vA list of five innovative teaching ideas were created using
social media outlets.
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