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Introduction
The 1619 Project explores the complexities of being a person of color in the United States. As of fall 2020, more than 3,500 classrooms in the United States have used lesson plans designed around the 1619 Project in their curriculum (Riley, 2020). Through the podcast, college and high school teachers have an additional resource to utilize and aid them in teaching Black history’s nuances (Patterson & McWhorter, 2020). The 1619 Project provides a critical context that has often been missing from contemporary explanations of United States history in K-12 schools and American agriculture history (Bridgeforth, 2021).

The podcast starts with the advent of slavery within the United States. Nikole Hannah-Jones, who hosted the 1619 Project, soberingly explains that soon-to-be-sold slaves would “heave themselves over the walls of wooden ships to swim one last time with their ancestors” (Hannah-Jones, 2020). This moment quickly sets the podcast’s tone and puts into perspective the atrocities committed in the name of profits during the slave trading era and how agriculture played a role.

Three of the 1619 Project’s six episodes explore the racial injustices within agriculture at various moments in time. Hannah-Jones’ storytelling allows the listening to gain greater insight into how agriculture and race interact. Hannah-Jones interviewed Khalil Gibran Muhammad, a history professor at Harvard, who discussed the most prominent civil rights settlement in history (Hannah-Jones, 2020). The settlement between Black farmers who sued the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) surrounded the accessibility of crop loans. In the 1990s, the USDA provided White farmers with loans with little to no inconvenience than Black farmers. Black farmers faced discrimination, and the Black farmers were told that they owed too much money to receive this funding, or the local USDA county committee would discourage them not to apply. The conversation between Hannah-Jones and Muhammad is essential in understanding how race plays a role in agriculture and is an imperative lesson that needs to be taught.

Nikole Hannah-Jones explains how slavery became an all-encompassing economic institution within the United States and the rest of the world. She explains that slavery and agriculture were intimately intertwined, and one required the other to survive the capitalization of cotton. Her guest, Matthew Desmond, explains to us how and why agriculture and slavery were so integral preceding the Civil War. Cotton was a labor-intensive crop that took many hours to clean and prepare for processing while profitable. Desmond explains that it would take about ten hours for one enslaved worker to pick the seeds out of one pound of cotton (Hannah-Jones, 2020). The crop loan civil rights dispute and cotton farming history, and its history imperative to understand in teaching agricultural education. 
How it Works
In the Spring of 2020, an uprising began calling for social justice spurred the streets throughout the United States. Lives lost from acts of racism were brought to light in varying urban areas creating reflections and action plans for how businesses and government agencies functioned. With the death and protests occurring throughout Kentucky, students within the agricultural education program at the University of Kentucky engaged in the facilitation of discussions, townhall walks, and demonstrations. On the other hand, other students were confused and did not know how to share their emotions or comprehend the how, why, and what was occurring.

In an effort to assist in the various areas of understanding, students enrolled in a multicultural agricultural education course at the University of Kentucky listened to the 1619 Project podcast and engaged in small group discussions throughout the month of November. The podcast allowed individuals to reflect on the events that transpired during the summer of 2020 with the Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement and the discrimination that exists in rural communities.

Graduate students were assigned to listen to the entire six-episode podcast, while undergraduates were charged to listen to the three episodes focused on agriculture. Once the students listened to the podcast, students were asked to reflect upon what they learned. The students were asked various questions surrounding the podcast that included describing the emotions that occurred while listening and the reflection that immediately followed. Additionally, a safe space was created that allowed students to speak on their feelings relating to the podcast freely, explained how slavery and agriculture connect, the residual effects, and an opportunity to learn about the BLM movement.
Results to Date
Several students have found the podcast exceedingly helpful when it comes to navigating race. One student state: 
Before listening to the podcast, I thought that I had a pretty good grasp of history and how minorities were treated then, and as well as now. After listening to the podcast, I realized that there was a whole other side to history I had not been exposed to and that even today, racism still persists in ways that I was unaware were still relevant today. The 1619 Project uncovered my eyes to injustices I would have never known otherwise. 
Another student states, “There is a strong sense of community within rural areas. The podcast made me think about how Black farmers were ostracized and made me think how I can support Black farmers”. Upon the completion of listening to the 1619 Project, students gain an understanding of how Black farmers need support from their White counterparts. Additionally, one student states: 
[The 1619] series makes a point in every episode to express… ‘the belief that the struggle is worth it, that the pain begets joy, and that that joy you’re experiencing is not only contagious but also necessary and urgent and irresistible,’ and can transform any classroom to increase belonging of student of color within the program.
By having preservice teachers listen to the podcast, they gain a greater understanding and awareness of minority struggles. 

Future Directions and Use of the Innovation
Current teacher educators can utilize the 1619 podcast by having their preservice students listen to the six episodes to gain social awareness of current racial injustices. Through Hannah-Jones’ retrospection, future educators will gain a greater perspective on the state of the country and create a better understanding of the history of agriculture and race.

Costs / Resources Needed 
Individuals can access the 1619 Project through an application that offers podcasts or online at https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/23/podcasts/1619-podcast.html. Additionally, one could create a worksheet surrounding the podcast, but the professor decided that a group-guided discussion worked best for this assignment. 
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