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Conclusions
Previous researchidentified competencyneeds
of theindustry &evaluated curriculum

Industrychanges& advancementsrequire  
continual re-evaluation of thediscipline

The 2020 APLU report provided the mostup-
to-datecompetencydesiresof theindustry

Ability to persist in a new job

How to manage conflict in the workplace
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Dealing with ambiguity in job tasks &
workplace expectations

Dealing with the pace & content of
change in the workplace

Evaluatecurrent curriculum toidentify current instruction methods

Identifycurrent employability skill gaps to identify parallels with most 
recent researchfindings

Providea targetedcurriculum approach tomeetthedemandsof a 
changing industry

Recommendations

Reviewed agricultural communications
literature fromthepast ten years.
Coded for recurringthemesand keyideaswithin 
literature.
Organized key themesinto a literaturereview.
Recommendeddirection for further research 
based on thosefindings.

Team Skills
Communication Skills
Leadership Skills
DecisionMaking/ ProblemSolving

Self-management Skills
Professional
Skills
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ThisResearch:
Examinesprevious literatureto identify  
agricultural graduate competency needs 

Highlights opportunities for academic program  
development
Aligns with priority threeof the2016-2020
American Association of Agricultural  
Education (AAAE) National Research
Agenda

Writing
Editing
Public Relations
Advertising
Photography

Findings
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Listening Skills

Conversation Skills

Team Skills

Critical Thinking Skills
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Examined articlesfromthreeliterary outlets:  
Journal of Agricultural Education (JAE)  
Journal of Applied Communications (JAC) 
Association of Public Land-grant University  
(APLU)serieson Employability Skills in  
Agricultureand Natural Resources

Both technical skillsand 21stCentury skills  
should betaught with a real-world approach.

Considering APLU’s effort toprovidean industry-
wide profileof graduateneeds, thefour concern  
areas listedwithin the 2020 APLU report exist as 
thestrongestcurriculum recommendation focus  
at this time
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Introduction
Need for theStudy:

Industry successdepends on prepared 
graduates
In-depth curriculum review is recommended
everytwoto fiveyears

Curriculum evaluations are proventodevelop 
strongacademic programs

Findings
Technical skills specific to the agricultural 
communications discipline remain an important  
curriculum focus;however, literatureleans  
toward a focuson 21stCentury skills.

Conceptual Framework
Involved a content analysis of previous literature  
published

Methodology

Experience
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