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Introduction Methodology

Can You Believe This?

e Trustin the news media has fallen
significantly, and the spread of

e \We evaluated college students’ abilities
to correctly identify fake news stories

|

misinformation online has become a using Qualtrics.

major problem (Gallup & Knight
Foundation, 2020).

e T0 date, there has been little to no
research done on the implications of
fake news in the agricultural industry.

e The purpose of this study was to
determine how adept college students
are at identitying fake news when

e /8 graduate students in the

College Students' Ability to Identify Depertment of Agriclural Educatior

and Communications at Texas Tech

Fa ke N ews O n Agri Cu Itu ra I TO p i Cs University served as our sample.

e 14 mock Facebook posts with a picture,
neadline, and brief story were created.
Results e Participants were shown all 14 mock

A

'ﬁ ? social media posts and were asked to
askgd to select the.fake and rea ngvvs II_\II Real news posts were correctly identified by participants an average of 57.1% of the time, and | L P |
stories out of a series of mock social : . - . identify if the post contained real or
fake news posts were correctly identified an average of /5% of the time.

media posts. fake news.
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foundation for understanding how

respondents classify information as Real m Fake Real mFake
P Y e None of the posts were 100% correctly
real or fake.

tical thinking i< “he intell | ‘oo identified.
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d | S C | p | | n e d O rO C e SS Of a Ct |\/e |y a n d Corn (or maize) has changed over thousands of years from weedy plants ssh-Sirapped Farmers Feed Landy to Lows Researchers at the University of Tokyo are reporting that they've created

that make ears with less than a dozen kernels to the cobs packed with _ _ _ _ _ Pigs might not be able to fly, but they can play video games. In a new an innovative biofabrication of bovine muscle tissue in a laboratory that
Cattle farmers struggling with record corn prices are feeding their cows

) . , hundreds of juicy kernels that we see on farms across the world today. T g o . ] o study, researchers from Purdue University have shown that pigs can use a may help meet escalating future demands for dietary meat. b kg d b | t . d t. fy f
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news, NOW can we expect people without

analyzing, synthesizing, and/or
evaluating information gathered from, experience in agriculture to do so?
e Because critical thinking plays such an

or generated by, observation,
important role in identifying fake news

experience, reflection, reasoning, or
communication, as a guide to belief (Pilgrim et al., 2019), it may be worth

nutritionists and commaodities dealers.

Cash-Strapped Farmers Feed Candy to Cows Pigs Can Play Video Games, Scientists Discover Scientists Culture Steak-Like Biosynthetic Product in
and action” (What is critical thinking?, A s e considering how it can be better taught
2010, p. /70). - e o in the classroom.
e Critical thinking is the basis for . - e Future research may find it beneficial to
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ability to identity fake news (Machete &
e Recommendations for educators include

Turpin, 2020).
placing more emphasis on evaluating
news and media in the classroom ana
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