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Introduction
International and study abroad experiences increase awareness and strengthening understanding among students. Universities are prioritizing efforts to increase and promote international educational experiences (Roberts et al., 2020). Students need educational opportunities that will prepare them to face global challenges and connect with individuals from different cultures (Moriba, 2012).

It is essential to identify factors that influence students’ decision on study abroad participation (Bunch et al., 2013). Previous studies have found that time, money, and demographic characteristics were barriers to students participating in study abroad (Taylor & Rivera, 2011). Bunch et al. (2013) noted a decrease of agricultural students participating in international/study abroad experiences, and the national report from the Institute of International Education (2021) reported a -53% decrease in U.S. study abroad students in the year 2019/20 as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Vernon et al. (2017) also reported financial worries, fear of traveling alone, and concerns for safety as barriers to students participating in study abroad.

There is not enough research related to barriers preventing agricultural students from studying abroad. The purpose of this study was to identify barriers to study abroad opportunities in undergraduate students at a large four-year institution. The research objectives were to (a) identify participation in study abroad experiences and (b) to identify existing reasons/barriers for students who have not participated in study abroad. This research study supports the National Research Agenda of the AAAE Priority 3: Sufficient Scientific and Professional Workforce That Addresses the Challenges of the 21st Century (Stripling & Ricketts, 2016) by addressing workplace preparedness skills of agricultural students.

Theoretical Framework
Real and perceived costs of study abroad as well as failure to communicate the true value the experience to students are barriers to their participation (West, 2019). When an individual has a more favorable attitude toward a subjective norm, there is an increased chance of the individual performing that behavior (Ajzen, 2002). This study uses the Theory of Planned Behavior as a conceptual guide to understand student barriers to participation in study abroad experiences (Ajzen, 2002).

Methodology
During the Fall 2021 semester, an agricultural college distributed a college-wide survey focused on diversity, equity, and inclusion that collected data from undergraduate students and study abroad related information (N = 190). The survey had 2 (N = 2) questions regarding study abroad for participants to respond to. The research team established reliability and validity of the instrument and questions by distributing a pilot test to students at the university prior to sending out the official survey.

Results
RESEARCH POSTER

Students responded to a question about study abroad participation (N = 190). 5.79% of participants indicated they had participated in study abroad (n = 11, 5.79%) while 94% indicated they have not participated in a study abroad program (n = 179).
	Table 1
Reasons for Not Participating in Study Abroad (N = 338)

	Variable
	Number of Responses

	Financial Obligation
	83

	COVID travel restrictions
	64

	Lack of awareness of available trips and
courses
	63

	Lack of interest
	38

	Other (Please indicate)
	37

	Lack of resources
	36

	Fear of international travel
	17

	Openness to other cultures
	0


 Note: Respondents could select multiple variables.

Participants indicated financial obligation, COVID travel restrictions, lack of awareness of trips and courses, lack of interest, lack of resources, and fear of international travel as reasons for not participating in study abroad. Respondents who selected other (please indicate) had the elaborated on their reasoning in an open response section. Respondents did not indicate openness to other cultures as a reason for not participating in a study abroad program.

Conclusions
The results of this study show that a majority of students have not participated in a study abroad experience. This is consistent with the Institute of International Education (2021) report indicating a decrease in study abroad participation due to COVID restrictions. Participants identified financial obligation and fear of travel as barriers to participation. This is consistent with the results from Taylor & Rivera (2011) and Vernon et al. (2017) studies. Respondents who selected other (please indicate) listed reasons such as time/degree plan conflictions, being in their first semester, lack of awareness, and lack of study abroad opportunities for their major as barriers to participation. As this data was collected from a larger survey focused on diversity, equity, and inclusion, it is a positive outcome that students did not indicate openness to other cultures as a barrier, which suggests to the research team that students are seeking those opportunities as a reason to study abroad. Because this data came from a larger survey, study limitations were present as a result of only two questions being directly related to study abroad opportunities and barriers for students.

Implications/Recommendations
  	There is a need for creating affordable opportunities for college of agriculture students to engage in study abroad activities. Faculty should be mindful regarding financial obligations and COVID restrictions as being top barriers for students and better market study abroad opportunities to increase awareness and interest. Discipline-specific abroad programs are good to build capacity within degree programs, but it is advantageous for faculty to offer opportunities that are open to all majors. Information sessions targeted on agricultural trips have shown to be an effective way to recruit students. During the sessions, faculty can discuss specifics about the schedule, but also help students see the benefits to study abroad and address finances and COVID-based information to alleviate concerns raised by students in the current study. The skills and insight developed with study abroad alumni are integral into workplace readiness and skill transfer for college graduates. Future studies should be conducted to gather further insight into student perspectives on barriers to study abroad experiences, as well as examining the barriers present that prevent more faculty to offer abroad opportunities
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