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Innovative Idea


DESIGNING PROGRAMS FOR FACULTY INSTRUCTING STUDENTS WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES
Introduction
The primary purpose of this project is to learn how teaching methods in college classrooms can enhance learning for students with learning disabilities in higher education.  In order to do so, it is essential to capture and evaluate instructor ability to analyze the effectiveness of selected teaching methods, and resources, to compare the frequency of uses of accommodations for students with learning disabilities as perceived by instructors, and to determine instructor’s awareness of the accommodation strategies recommended for the learning disabled students. 
According to a report by the American Council on Education, “About 9 percent of all undergraduates in higher education report having a disability, a percentage that has tripled in the last two decades. This amounts to about 1.3 million students” (American Council on Education New Report Foucses on Helping Disabilied Students Succeed in College). There are 2.7 million individuals within the United States that receive help within school system because of specific learning disabilities (LD Online, 2008).  
Catering to a classroom with different learning styles and disabilities can be a challenge that an instructor may have to endure in order to maximize the amount of information that is being relayed to every person in the classroom (LD Online, 2008).  Learning disabilities do not avert students from learning, but simple strategies can assist and be as easy as using diverse teaching techniques to accommodate and make modifications when workings with students with learning disabilities (LD Online, 2008).  One step in helping students with learning disabilities in higher education would be to evaluate different teaching methods that are facilitated in the classroom setting in order to see how they can impede or enhance the environment of learning.      
Program Phases
	 The program directors of this project are devising a workshop for instructors to develop their teaching skills through seminars, and one-on-one consultations in order to gain insight on the best practices when working with students with learning disabilities. Individual instructors who participate in the workshops have the ability to participate in one-on-one consulting to review their problems with setting up their curriculum to better suit all students. Not only do teachers have a legal obligation to provide accommodations for students with learning disabilities but also a moral obligation to provide each student enrolled in their class with the resources and knowledge to perform at their optimal level. The workshop will allow the instructors to discover the areas within the teaching environment that are weak and perhaps allow them to cater their methods of teaching towards students with learning disabilities and disseminate this information to others.
Results to Date/Implications
The building blocks of a thriving educational setting is first considering the students needs, engaging to their senses by creating a classroom setting that is conducive to learning and then allow the student to demonstrate their knowledge. Understanding learning disabilities and creating a curriculum that conducive to fit many learning style will make the experience of learning a process that all students will benefit from. It is necessary for the program directors to discover the knowledge that instructors have regarding learning disabilities. This program will add to the body of knowledge of enhancing the instruction of learning disabled students in higher education. 

The problem that this program will address is significant because it will evaluate teaching methods and resources that are useful within the classroom setting. It will also diagnose the outlook that students have towards these resources and the perceptions of teacher’s attitudes and willingness to provide accommodations, facilitate teacher resources and methods. The program can be beneficial for students and teachers alike in order to help cater to specific learning environments and disabilities. By performing the workshops it will allow instructors to gain insight on specific learning disabilities and environments or methods that can advance learning or become detrimental. Specifically these workshops will evaluate the perceived effectiveness of teaching resources and methods that are used in higher education when working with students with learning disabilities. These workshops are needed to create a better learning atmosphere for students with learning disabilities. If instructors recognize teaching tools and styles that are supportive to the environment they can cater there teaching styles to students.  
Future Plans/ Advice to others
	After gathering the data the program directors plan on create a curriculum that will accommodate all instructors that participate in the workshop about the set of best practices that are relevant when teaching students with learning disabilities.  The workshop will focus on creating action-orientated objectives that instructors can institute into their curriculum. The workshop will also offer instructors the ability to retain relevant content that has been researched and they can better curtail their curriculum to fit the students’ needs. 
Cost/ Resources Needed
	 The cost that will be endured in order to perform the program will be heavily weighted on the workshop that instructors will attend. Projected costs are associated with faculty time to attend a workshop, as well as the time for the program director, facilitator, or faculty guests to present the workshop. Space and other workshop requirements (refreshments, printing costs, etc) would be institutionally determined. 
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