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[State] Middle School Principals’ Familiarity with Middle School Agricultural Education Programs
Introduction
This study examined [State] middle school principles’ familiarity agricultural education programs; little research exists on principals’ familiarity of middle school agricultural education.  With research showing that standardized test scores are higher in schools with agricultural education programs, principal perception of agricultural education should be positive.  Without research showing principal’s familiarity, then administrative support of middle school agricultural education is unknown.  

Conceptual Theoretical Framework
Administrators typically have a positive attitude toward agricultural education (Kalme and Dyer, 2000) but that is only if they are aware of the benefits.  Middle School principals that have never been exposed to agricultural education may have no idea of how an agricultural education program could benefit the students of their schools.  Once principals become more familiar with agricultural education they could potentially increase administrative support.  Rayfield and Croom (2007) state that, “Examining principal’s views of career and technical education programs may give some indication as to the climate in which those programs are conducted. If we can understand what affects principal’s perceptions we can better address those attitudes and work toward improving the principal’s views which in turn can strengthen career and technical education”.
Methodology

This study is descriptive in nature utilizing survey research methods conducted through an electronic mail questionnaire that utilized ordinal and ratio data.  The target population for this study included all principals of middle schools in [State] that have an active agriculture education program.  There are approximately 67 middle school agriculture education programs in [State].  Since the number of programs is small a census was conducted.  

Results/Findings

The majority of principals responded that they have been principals between 1 and 11 years and have been at their respective schools between 1 and 7 years.  Over half of the principals surveyed have worked with the Agricultural Education teacher currently at their school.  Almost 94% of respondents did not hold a degree in Agricultural Education.  Almost 79% of respondents were never in FFA and over 75% did not have children that were ever in FFA.  Over half of respondents have participated as a member or volunteer in an agriculturally-related program excluding FFA and almost half of respondents have children that have participated as a member or volunteer in an agriculturally-related program excluding FFA.  Almost 64% of respondents have worked with Agricultural Education teachers between 1 and 5 years and almost 94% of respondents enjoy their job as principal. 
Table 1-Mean of all responses to statements used to determine how familiar the principals were with Agricultural Education.  
	As a principal, I believe… 
	Mean

	1. 
	the Agricultural Education program is an important part of the community.  
	3.6

	2. 
	there are a number of Ag Ed events, other than FFA activities, outside of the classroom and laboratory that are co-curricular, such as field trips.  
	3.4


	3. 
	the middle school Agricultural Education program places enough emphasis on actual classroom teaching.
	3.5


	4. 
	the middle school Agricultural Education program provides equal opportunities for all middle school students.
	3.6


	5. 
	I place as much interest on the Agricultural Education program as I do other programs.  
	3.3

	6. 
	I know what a SAEP (Supervised Agricultural Experience Program) is.  
	2.9

	7. 
	know what a CDE (Career Development Event) is.
	3.0

	8. 
	know the duties of a FFA advisor.
	3.3

	9. 
	know the duties of an Agricultural Education teacher.
	3.5


Conclusions

As a group the principals seemed to be familiar with Agricultural Education.  Not as many knew the actual duties of an FFA advisor or recognized the integral parts of the Agricultural Education program but most felt that Agricultural Education programs were important to the school and community.  

Implications

1. An effort should be made to educate [State] middle school principals with Agricultural Education programs at their school on the duties of a FFA advisor and the integral parts of Agricultural Education. 

2. An effort should be made to educate [State] middle school principals with Agricultural Education programs at their school about the benefits of Agricultural Education.
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