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Modeling Service Learning in the Undergraduate Classroom 

Introduction
The National Service Learning Partnership defines service learning (SL) as “…a teaching method that engages young people in solving problems within their schools and communities as part of their academic studies or other types of intentional learning activity…” (www.service-learningpartnership.org). Service learning is a powerful teaching tool that many educators can incorporate into their curriculum to help foster a different learning method in their classrooms. Many advocates of SL refer to John Dewey’s idea that learning is tied inextricably to experience, and that students will learn more when they see clear connections between academic subjects and the real world (Dewey, 1916). “Teachers often find that service learning projects provide a learning environment conducive for addressing…goals in student self determination, as student autonomy and decision making power in strongly encouraged in service learning practice” (Conner, 2009, p.14). The idea of SL came about during the New Deal Era under President Roosevelt. Roosevelt created the Civilian Conservation Corps to help rejuvenate the nation (www.service-learningpartnership.org). Service learning is a great way for universities and agriculture science programs to foster strong working relationships. It allows the students to build a relationship with the agriculture teachers which in turn will assist them as they continue into their teaching careers. The opportunities for agriculture educators are there, teachers just need to link those SL opportunities to the curriculum being taught. By modeling SL in the undergraduate curriculum, pre service teachers are instructed how to link SL in the undergraduate agricultural science curriculum and in turn relationships are strengthened between the post secondary institution and the community which it resides in. 

Methods/Steps
In order to integrate a Service Learning (SL) project into the curriculum of an undergraduate teacher preparation program in agricultural education the authors followed the steps outlined by O’Connor (2009).  These included:
1. Preparation 
· Identify and discuss the following a) Community problems that might be addressed in a project, b) Possible solutions, c) Possible resources, d) Learning objectives and standards that will be addressed in the project and e) The goal of the selected project.
2. Planning

· a) Have students organize the project, b) Define roles and responsibilities of the students, c) Define how learning objectives and standards will be addressed, d) Identify community and school partners, e) Form a plan of action and set a timeline and f) Anticipate likely problems and form strategies for controlling or solving them

3. Carry out project

· Provide structured opportunities for students to document the project, give feedback, and discuss possible problems and solutions

· Provide structured opportunities to discuss the meaning of the project in class

· Provide feedback to students on their work and collaborative skills

4. Reflection

· Provide students with structured opportunities to reflect on the significance of the project, after it is completed

· Analyze the significance in the community, academic significance, their own personal roles, and their cognitive and emotional reactions to the experience

The SL projects selected over the course of two semesters in the Agricultural Mechanics course included the constructing water cooler stands for a local high school’s athletic department and electricity wiring boards for a local high school’s agricultural science department. 
Use it in YOUR program:

Include lessons that involve the inclusion of SL activities in the agricultural mechanics laboratory.
Require pre service teachers to formulate a list of SL activities, discuss identifying partners and stakeholders, to identify SL activities/projects that can be accomplished through their High School agricultural science program.
Results
The SL activities completed have strengthened the relationship between the university and the local high school. Relationships with the agricultural science teacher and the Career and Technical Education director have particularly been strengthened. Students enrolled in the course have learned the purpose and benefits of conducting SL projects within the classroom. Students have also compiled a list of potential SL activities that can be done within an agricultural science program and have discussed the logistics of planning and conducting a SL project once they are agricultural science teachers.

Future Plans/Advice for others

The concepts of SL are appropriate in many courses, and emphasis should place on incorporating SL activities throughout the agricultural education program.  Post secondary teacher preparation program should lead by example; indentifying and completing SL activities systematically within their undergraduate curriculum and modeling the PROCESS of using SL as TEACHING Method. 
Create and maintain strong partnerships with local community organizations, this requires systematic planning and frequent communication.  
References
Dewey, J. (1916). Democracy and education: An introduction to the philosophy of education. New York, NY: Simon & Schuster.
O'Conner, Michael P. "Service works! promoting transition success for student with disabilities through participation in service learning." Teaching Exceptional Children 41.6 (2009): 13-17. Web. 25 Oct. 2009.


(2007). National Service-learning Partnership. Retrieved Oct. 25, 2009, from National Service-Learning 
Partnership, Washington, DC. Web site: www.service-learningpartnership.org.

