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 Teacher educators are constantly trying to give students every
opportunity to see what teaching is like in the real world before
students experience it during student teaching. There is no doubt
that pre-service teachers and new teachers are faced with many
challenges that they were not exposed to in their pre-service learning. 
Pre-service teachers are prepped with the knowledge of creating
lesson plans with the understanding of best classroom management
practices. With this experience, students will learn by fitting their
previous knowledge with a new type of plan that they have not worked
with in the traditional setting (Olusegun 2015). 
With contextual teaching and learning, Johnson (2002) found that
students engaging in activities that bring context to real-world
situations within the classroom could bring about more meaningful
learning. 
Therefore, the implementation of substitute (sub) plans for students
on the pre-service block for absences was introduced and implemented.
The goal is for students to be prepared for days that they will be
absent in the field, have a working understanding of how these plans
are used, and create healthy and productive habits for a busy ag
teacher for the future. 

If a student misses a day of class, they must complete a
set of substitute plans for the day(s) that they missed.  
Stipulations

3 Different classes/preps
Turned in by 8 a.m. the day the student returns
It can’t just be bookwork

Requirements: 
Beginning of class procedures
Lesson work and how to access the work
Turn in procedures
end of class procedures. 

These plans must represent exactly what they would use
if they were out of the classroom for a day.

 The substitute plans were implemented at the beginning of October
during the fall semester of 2022. 
After implementation, two students missed class. One set of plans was
received in the timely manner they were requested. The other student
did not complete in the timeline and received a major deduction of points
for professionalism. 

 
Initially, this plan was created to help solve the excessive amounts of
absences the pre-service block was seeing. Not only did the sub plans help
attendance issues, but they are also giving students the practice they need,
by simulating what will be required of them on the job and guiding them into
creating healthy and productive practices, which in turn could help with
teacher attrition. 
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Giving students the opportunity to participate in a real-life
experience and starting early for what is expected of them
will better prepare students for student teaching and for
their teaching careers.
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 Resources needed would include a well-developed plan
with a specific criterion that the substitute plans

must have included. 
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