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Bringing Experience Into the Classroom Through the Use of Blogs 

Introduction/Need for Innovation or Idea


Dewey (1938) emphasized the need for experience as a basis for true learning. Preservice agricultural education programs promote the acquisition of experience through a variety of ways, including field trips, observations, and field experiences. With an increase in the popularity of blogging in today’s society and among educators, the inclusion of blogs provides an additional method of connecting course content to real world experience. As noted by Solomon and Schrum (2007), “With this new means of publishing, educators are free to share their ideas about issues and offer examples of what works” (p. 56). 

How It Works 


Through the use of technology resources such as Twitter, Google Reader and educational websites, finding a variety of educational blogs is effortless. For example, the Scholastic (2009) website maintains a list of “Top 20 Teacher Blogs”. Bloggers may also suggest additional blogs for reading. Larry Ferlazzo is a teacher and blogger who has created lists of recommended blogs such as “The Best ESL/EFL Blogs” (2009c) and “The Best Places to Find Good Education Blogs”(2009a). By identifying and consistently reading relevant blogs, course instructors can bookmark blog posts that supplement course topics and utilize posts as references or as part of a course assignment. Instructors may also consider having students read specific blogs throughout the semester. 

Results to Date/Implications


Blogs have been used to supplement content and assignments in two courses. In Computer Applications in Agricultural Education, content topics include using Twitter as a Teaching Tool, Wordle, and Google. Students are directed to read applicable blog posts and then have the opportunity to discuss the additional information and ideas acquired from the blogs in class and through discussion board posts. In Teaching Methods for Agricultural Education, students are required to read the blogs of new teachers as an example of teacher reflection and refer to blogs for classroom management ideas. Table 1 provides more specific information on a few of the blogs currently integrated into the courses. 

Table 1

   Blogs Used to Supplement Classroom Instruction 

	Course Topic 
	Blog
	Title of Blog Post

	Twitter 
	Teach Paperless (2009)
	Best Practices in a Twitter Enhanced High School Classroom 

	Wordle 
	The Clever Sheep (Lucier, 2008)
	Top 20 Uses for Wordle 

	Google 
	A Math Teacher Living in the 21st Century (2009)
	True Life: Google Saved My Life 

	Teacher Reflection 
	Miss Calcula8 (Miller, 2009)
	Week 10 

	Classroom Management
	Larry Ferlazzo (2009b)
	What Do You Do When You Have a Few Minutes Left in Class? 


Future Plans/ Advice to Others 


The inclusion of blogs into the classroom has been an excellent method of providing preservice teachers with the opportunity to gain additional insight and ideas from other teachers and will be continued in the future. Currently, it is a challenge to find blogs that are maintained by agriculture teachers. To help promote the creation of blogs specific to agricultural education, blogging will be promoted as a reflection tool throughout teacher education coursework and student teaching. Also, blogs can be used in induction programs to help novice teachers establish a professional network of other novice and experienced teachers who can provide comments and suggestions.  


In an effort to make blog reading a more time efficient process, faculty members should utilize Google Reader and bookmarking sites such as Delicious to help organize blogs and keep current with new blog posts. With the opportunity for students to interact with educators from around the world, faculty members should provide instruction on professional conduct in an online environment. Students may need assistance in learning how to communicate most effectively using language and online etiquette appropriate for the profession. Students may also need to be reminded that blogs are a forum for all opinions and they may not necessarily agree with all that is written in a blog. 
Costs/Resources Needed 


The only resources needed to begin incorporating blogs into the classroom are a computer, Internet access, and time to search and review blogs. 
References 

A Math Teacher Living in the 21st Century (2009, September 29). True life: Google saved 


my life [Web log post]. Retrieved from http://msgregson.blogspot.com/2009/09/true-
life-google-saved-my-life.html
Dewey, John (1938).  Experience and education.  New York.  Macmillan Publishing Co.

Ferlazzo, L. (2009a, February 3). The best places to find good educational blogs [Web log 
post]. Retrieved from http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2009/02/23/the-best-places-to-
find-good-education-blogs/
Ferlazzo, L. (2009b, May 3). What do you do when you have a few minutes left in class 
[Web log post]. Retrieved from http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2009/05/03/what-do-
you-do-when-you-have-a-few-minutes-left-in-class/

Ferlazzo, L. (2009c, June 12). The best ESL/EFL blogs [Web log post]. Retrieved from 
http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2009/06/12/the-best-eslefl-blogs/
Lucier, R. (2008, October 22). Top 20 uses for Wordle [Web log post]. Retrieved from 
http://thecleversheep.blogspot.com/2008/10/top-20-uses-for-wordle.html

Miller, E. (2009, October 23). Week 10 [Web log post]. Retrieved from 
http://misscalculate.blogspot.com/2009/10/week-10.html

Scholastic (2009, September/October). Top 20 teacher blogs. Retrieved from 
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3752562
Solomon, G., & Schrum, L. (2007). Web 2.0: New tools, new schools. Eugene, Oregon: 


International Society for Technology in Education.  
TeachPaperless (2009, May 14). Best practices in a Twitter-enhanced high school classroom 
[Web log post]. Retrieved from http://teachpaperless.blogspot.com/2009/05/best-
practices-in-twitter-enhanced-high.html

