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Enhancing Career Development Event Preparation 

Utilizing Jing™ Audio/Video Recordings

Need For Innovation/Idea
Jing™ is a free, downloadable program available from TechSmith (http://techsmith.com) that allows users to capture a picture or video and narrate what is seen on a computer screen. These short recordings can then be shared over the World Wide Web, through social networking sites or links to recordings can be placed in an email. Recordings can also be saved on a computer and viewed at anytime, without an Internet connection. This new technology has the capacity to engage, captivate, and increase the learning of students involved in FFA Career Development Events (CDE). 
The current generation of high school students and FFA members are part of Generation NeXT, which includes students born after 1982. Taylor (2008) stated that these students are “digital natives” and “…technology is a part of most NeXter’s identity” (p. 9). With this in mind, the use of Jing™, serves to feed this generations desire to use technology as an integral part of their social and educational lives.
Student participation in FFA Career Development Events (CDE) is an important part of the FFA experience. According to the National FFA Manual (2009), preparing for a CDE is preparing for the future (p.53). Whether an FFA member is presenting livestock judging reasons to a single judge or is reciting the FFA Creed to a room of 500 people, all of the National FFA 24 CDE events require public speaking skills and the process of acquiring these skills can be enhanced with Jing™.  Instructor/coach and student preparation for participation is an extensive process that requires teams to dedicate a tremendous amount of time both after school and on the weekends preparing for CDE field days and events. The use of Jing™ can increase and enhance how students prepare and practice for CDE events by expediting the learning process and meeting their technological interests and needs. Besides being free, Jing™ is a very easy program to learn – requiring less than 30 minutes for most students to learn. 
How It Works
Jing™ has been used over the past year by the author to engage students involved in judging teams, creed recitation, and extemporaneous public speaking.  The instructor/coach for each of these activities created a series of narrations using the free Jing™ program. For livestock judging team members, groups of four photos of various types of livestock were placed into one Power Point™ slide and reasons for placement were recorded. To assist FFA Creed speakers, each paragraph of the creed was written out, again using a PowerPoint™ slide. The instructor then narrated each paragraph and created a screen capture recording. Similar methods were used for other judging teams. Links to all recordings were posted on the instructors’ website and all judging team members and public speakers were provided instructions on accessing the provided links. Links were available to speakers so that they could listen and read at the same time to facilitate memorization of their presentation or enhance delivery methods and general speaking skills.
Extemporaneous and prepared public speakers utilized the Jing™ program in a reverse manner. Speakers either used the instructors’ computer or their own computer at home to record either an extemporaneous presentation or their prepared speech. Extemporaneous speakers recorded their presentation over a screen capture of their topic while prepared speakers recorded over a screen capture of a picture that related to their presentation topic. Instructors and student speakers then listened to the recordings together, pausing at moments in the presentation where changes or improvements could be made.  These listening/feedback sessions provided not only opportunities for critique but also the opportunity to commend speakers on exceptionally positive moments in their presentation. Recorded presentations were also used when team members or public speakers met as a group to discuss new links or critique individual recordings as a group.
Results To Date/Implications
Students on judging teams and public speakers were eager to investigate Jing™ recordings provided by the instructor to help jump start their preparation. Speakers and team members have been able to learn their speeches and reason delivery methods more effectively and in less time. As a result, less time is spent on delivery techniques and general public speaking skills during after school practice. After school time, typically set aside for learning the basics of delivery and technique, has now been able to be used for actual live practice. More time can now be dedicated to viewing and critiquing classes of livestock because students have been able to learn tone and power of voice while at home or in the school’s computer lab. The implementation of Jing™ for FFA Career Development Event preparation has allowed increased practice time without burdening students and instructors.

Future Plans/Advice To Others
Future plans include using the Jing™ program extensively to provide numerous examples and practice narration recordings. Instructors also have plans to use the Jing™ program to record short subject matter lectures to reinforce information delivered in class. Links to recordings will be posted on a separate page of the instructors’ website, which is separate and different from team/contest preparation recordings. Based on instructor experience, when utilizing Jing™, recordings should include simple screen captures that relate to the narration. A localized, student accessible website works best for posting recordings for team member and student use. Instructors involved in teaching at the secondary, college, and university level can use the program in ways that are unique and pertinent to their needs. The first-hand experiences shared reveal that there are immense benefits.
Costs/Resources Needed
Jing™ is a free, downloadable application available on the TechSmith website (http://techsmith.com), however, those seeking more capabilities can spend the minimal cost of upgrading to the Jing™ Plus program. The cost of a computer and a microphone would be additional costs to consider. However, school computer labs should be investigated for potential use to reduce departmental costs. The time requirement to learn to use Jing™ is minimal and time to create recordings varies based on the individual. 
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