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Introduction/Need for Innovation
The challenge school-based agricultural education programs face in appropriately serving the needs of diverse populations (Bird et al., 2013), including those of youth in foster care, is growing. As the divide between the agricultural community and the non-agricultural community persists, it presents a significant need for Extension personnel to aid in bridging this gap. Jean-Phillipe et al. (2017) determined that short-term agricultural programs generated positive perceptions of agriculture and increased agricultural awareness. These factors, along with the related literature gaps, presented a need for developing this innovative on-campus university AgriKids Day event, to create more opportunities for inclusive integration of agricultural programming to students in foster care. The event’s objectives were 1) to reach out to students who had little to no agricultural knowledge in hopes to educate them about aspects of the agricultural industry and raise their interest and engagement in agriculture and 2) to teach undergraduate students’ leadership through service-learning by participating in the organization and planning of the event. 

How it Works/Methodology/Program Phases/Steps
AgriKids Day was inspired by the lack of agricultural programs serving youth placed in foster care and emergency shelters, with a vision to create an innovative approach to connect local youth and college students. This event utilized a creative and adaptive strategy to provide youth with opportunities to experience agriculture and to provide undergraduate students with leadership opportunities to develop educational activities to teach and engage youth new to the agricultural industry. Providing a service-learning experience for the undergraduate students involved was a strong component of this AgriKids Day event. Kinloch et al. (2015) stated that service-learning often acts as charity and that individuals should focus on the social process, ensuring that participants contribute to the project and collaborate with one another, to build community and avoid this sense of charity. To this point, an 1862 Land Grant Extension State Specialist and graduate student began this endeavor by developing a relationship with the local county youth shelter to learn about the students’ needs and interests in order to begin preparation for an agricultural awareness event to be hosted on campus. The shelter had youth ages 12 to 16 from areas within the state or country, all with various backgrounds and experiences. At the time of the Agrikids Day event, the youth shelter was not involved in any agricultural programming and had minimal interaction with Extension programs throughout the state. Students enrolled in the Extension State Specialist’s Agricultural Leadership class learned about various leadership theories and focused on service-learning to build activities designed to highlight the diverse attributes of agriculture. The students were assigned to groups and tasked with planning, organizing and ultimately facilitating an agriculturally related workshop activity. 
AgriKids Day was a one-day event designed to allow undergraduate students to lead through service-learning to provide youth at local shelter the opportunity to participate in educational agricultural activities. Preparation for the event included five meetings which consisted of event brainstorming and organization with youth shelter staff, shelter staff members’ visit to the class, an organizational meeting with 4-H personnel, a guest lecture regarding trauma-informed pedagogy, and the students’ visit to the youth shelter. This event consisted of approximately 37 undergraduate students and five youth with tours and activities focusing on various areas of the agriculture industry. 

Results to Date
Five youth from the local youth shelter participated in this event. It was evident that the youth gained a new understanding of agriculture through the event’s activities, and their eager chatter throughout the exercises verified their excitement. Additionally, 37 undergraduate students successfully facilitated team-led activities, and their engagement with the youth verified their own enthusiasm for the event. Educational activities included animal identification via pipe cleaner branding, milk production through a milking simulation station, “ball toss” egg production and products games, sheep herding via balloons and fly swatters, bingo fun facts in agriculture, and equine barrel racing demonstrations through an in class obstacle course with cones and yardsticks. The high engagement and overall positive feedback from the student leaders and the youth participants demonstrated the event’s success. Shelter staff members also communicated their excitement to collaborate on future events.       

Future Plans/Advice to Others
When organizing an event for a trauma-exposed group such as foster youth, it is first crucial to develop a relationship with the youth services’ staff to learn the youth’s needs. Frequent and consistent communication with the shelter director and other staff members is very beneficial, especially as the number of youth in the shelter at any given time may change. It is also important to encourage undergraduate students to create a variety of activities to keep the youth engaged throughout the event. As the youth’s knowledge and comprehension levels are unknown until the start of the event, it is important to develop basic level activities with academic flexibility. The Extension State Specialist and her class visited the youth shelter prior to facilitating the event to learn about the youth’s current environment and tools that may assist the students in engaging with the youth. Authentic relationship building was stressed in this event’s preparation and meeting with the shelter’s staff members allowed for collective brainstorming and insights to potential triggers and suggestions for success. 

Costs/Resources Needed
[bookmark: _heading=h.tfdjdxd1emdx]The overall costs were minimal, totaling approximately $310. Activity supplies for student facilitation and horticulture activities were $150, and lunch for student volunteers and youth visitors cost $160. Gift bags for youth containing promotional and university items were donated by various campus departments. All expenses were covered by Extension programming.
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