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Making Learning Meaningful for the Millennials: Podcasting with a Purpose in Agricultural Education
Introduction and Background
Change is inevitable.  Not only in our personal lives do we experience change, but our Nation and local communities are constantly undergoing revision for the common good. Requiring stronger accountability in our Nations’ schools was initiated with the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legislation of 2001. NCLB increased qualification requirements for teachers as well as criteria for measuring program effectiveness (Reeves, 2003).  On the eve of his election President-elect Barack Obama challenged the Nation when he stated that, “Today we begin in earnest the work of making sure that the world we leave our children is just a little bit better than the one we inhabit today” (Phillips, 2008).
As we face the challenges that come with a new generation of learners, we must reconsider pedagogy and identify practices and tools that are relevant for today’s millennial generation (McAlister, 2009).  Technological advances foreign to previous generations of learners are commonplace among today’s “computer savvy” generation.  An increased use of social networking sites (2009) such as Facebook and Twitter coupled with the millennials’ ready acceptance of MP3 technology found in Apple’s IPOD is evidence of this generation’s preference for electronic communications.  Consistent and intensive use of this technology has essentially “hardwired” the millennial’s brains differently as a result of this technology (Taylor, 2006).  So, it is important that teachers embrace technologies used commonly by millennial students to educate them more effectively (Williams, 2008).
In a study by Murphy and Terry Jr. (1998), it was concluded that electronic technologies would improve the way we teach agricultural education, allowing for increased communication between students as well as students and teachers.  Additionally, it was concluded by Murphrey, Miller, and Roberts (2009b) that, technologies popularized by millennials, such as the IPOD, are capable of increasing student learning.  Understanding that “teachers often teach as they are taught” (Murphrey, Miller, & Roberts, 2009a, p. 98), it is essential that pre-service teachers of agricultural education be exposed to these new technologies as instructional tools to add to their “teaching toolbox.”
How It Works
In the course AGED 4113, Laboratory Instruction in Agricultural Education, pre-service teachers were introduced to the concept of audio podcasting, using free audacity software and iPod/MP3 technologies.  The introduction of this technology was to encourage pre-service teachers to incorporate these technologies in lessons, as well as their preparation of students for Career Development Events (CDE) and other FFA activities.  Students were provided a detailed demonstration and training, which included general usage of the iPod/MP3 and the free audacity software.  Thereafter, student teachers were charged with developing an audio podcast of the FFA Creed for CDE preparation to use during their field-based student teaching experience.  The student teachers were also encouraged to continue to develop other podcasts during their 12-week student teaching experience.
Results to Date
To date, 27 pre-service teachers received instruction on the podcasting technologies, found Internet examples of audio podcasts and created their own audio podcast of the FFA Creed for use in CDE preparation during student teaching.  The reactions of pre-service teachers regarding the podcasting were positive.  Pre-service teachers also identified several areas of benefit regarding podcasting technology.  These areas included 

· Lessons for use by the instructor

· Lessons for instructional use during an instructor’s absence 
· Preparation of CDE teams

· Preparing students for public speaking events
· Local SAE tours to expose students to a variety of SAEs

Future Plans and Cost/Resources Needed

AGED faculty at [***] will continue to prepare pre-service teachers for the remainder of the Spring 2010 student teaching semester.  AGED faculty will also incorporate the use of video podcasting into the already existing audio podcasting activities to enhance pre-service teachers’ understanding and use of podcasting generally.  In the future, a focus group interview will be conducted during the student teachers’ capstone seminar debriefing session.  This will enable faculty to examine and discuss student teachers’ use of podcasting as a learning tool with their secondary students.  The focus group interview will inform faculty about students’ perceived needs regarding their effective uses of podcasting and what may be opportunities for systematic inquiry on podcasting as an instructional tool.  In addition, it is anticipated that cooperating teachers’ use of podcasting will be studied in the future, together with the impact of student teachers on cooperators’ adoption and use of this innovative instructional delivery method, i.e., student teacher as “change agent” (Rogers, 2003). 
Item





Cost Range

Average Cost
iPod or MP3




$59-$300

$179.50

PC or Mac




$750-$2,500

$1,625

Audacity Software



Free


Free  
Total





$809-$2,800

$1,804.50
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