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Introduction/Need for Innovation or Idea

According to the National Center for Research in Vocational Education, educational reforms are constantly calling for collaboration in an effort to improve student achievement, behavior, and attitude and increase teacher satisfaction while decreasing teacher burnout.  When working together, teachers and professionals combine the skills and resources needed to accomplish innovations that would drain the energy, skills, and resources of one individual teacher (Inger, 1993). Unfortunately, the maximum potential of collaboration is not often realized or reached due to teachers’ apprehension or lack of time. 

This need for collaboration has also been recognized in agricultural education. In his distinguished lecture during the 2009 Annual Conference of the American Association for Agricultural Education, Dr. William Camp stressed the need to develop intellectual commons to promote the sharing of ideas related to teaching, research, and advocacy (Camp, 2010). Darling-Hammond (1998) emphasized the importance of utilizing technology and collaboration to enhance student learning when she stated, 

Teachers need to know about technologies to connect their students with sources of information and knowledge that allow them to explore ideas, acquire and synthesize information…teachers need to know about collaboration – how to structure interaction among students so that more powerful student learning can occur”. (p. 8)  

The recent movement toward a collaborative and community-based Internet, coined as Web 2.0 (Rollett, Lux, Strohmaier, Dosinger, & Tochtermann, 2007), allows users to begin building an intellectual common through the dissemination and exchange of information (Solomon & Schrum, 2007). More specifically, the use of a social bookmarking site such as Diigo can promote the sharing of Internet bookmarks in our courses and/or across the profession. 

How It Works 

When a website of interest or relevance is located, it can be saved as a bookmark in the web browser. Using this method of bookmarking, sites can only be accessed on one specific computer and are difficult to share. Sites such as Diigo are public, online bookmarking services that allow users to save and annotate links with keywords or tags to help organize links. Bookmarked links can also be shared with other users on the site. 

To establish a Diigo account, a user simply needs to access the website (http://www.diigo.com/) and establish an account. Then bookmarks can be easily saved to the site with available options for adding tags, sticky notes, comments, and highlighting. Diigo users can also become part of a network that allows access to others’ bookmarks. 
Results to Date/Implications

Diigo accounts were established for two courses, a graduate teaching methods course and an undergraduate research methods course. In the teaching methods course, the instructor bookmarked and tagged sites that were supplemental to the course. Examples of tags included on the site were interactive notebooks, academic vocabulary, and cooperative learning. In the undergraduate research methods course, links to commonly used research articles and data collection and analysis techniques were added as bookmarks. Students were then able to locate pertinent links with ease using the tags. Additionally, the instructor and students networked their Diigo accounts to collectively share bookmarks. 
Future Plans/ Advice to Others 


The use of a social bookmarking site such as Diigo is an extremely efficient way for instructors to bookmark and organize website links and share them with students. Diigo accounts are going to continue to be used as a resource in future courses. When using a social bookmarking site as a supplement to a course, instructors need to introduce students to the site and provide a brief overview of how to bookmark websites. As instructors continue to add links to their account, they should remind students to access and review the links. This adding and sharing process can be a valuable tool as students navigate through course content. 


Social bookmarking sites can also be valuable tools for preservice teachers to use during their student teaching experiences. They can easily bookmark helpful resources such as curricula, activity ideas, and laboratory activities and share those sites with the rest of their teaching cohort. Inservice teachers could also benefit from the use of social bookmarking. In an effort to establish and promote an intellectual common among the agricultural education community, graduate students and faculty should also create and maintain Diigo

accounts. 



In addition to Diigo, other social bookmarking sites exist such as Delicious (http://www.delicious.com/). Instructors may decide to utilize a different social bookmarking service for their courses. 

Costs/Resources Needed 

In order to establish and utilize a social bookmarking site, access to a computer and the Internet is needed to set-up an account. The primary cost is the time needed to bookmark and tag sites. Additional time is also needed to review others’ bookmarks. 
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