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Terminal Publication of AAAE Conference Papers

Introduction/Need for Research

In recent years there has been considerable discussion within the American Association for Agricultural Education (AAAE) about publishing full conference papers and journal articles (Edward W. Osborne, personal communication, October 25, 2010). Within AAAE, it has been widely accepted that the same piece of research may appear in conference proceedings and then in a journal. Historically, conference proceedings were distributed at the annual conference, either as paper copies or on compact disks. However, in recent years the proceedings have been posted on the AAAE website, thus making the full conference papers available to anyone. This accessibility raises the issue of publishing the same piece of research in two places. At the heart of the matter is the potential for accusations of dual publications, which would typically be considered unethical. With that being said, the extent that the same research appears in the AAAE research proceedings and then in a journal is unknown. This study explores this issue. 

Conceptual or Theoretical Framework

The scientific world has been going through a change in publishing methods. “By the turn of the century, 75 percent of academic journals were offering online editions, and more than 1,000 peer-reviewed journals existed only in digital form” (Willinsky, 2003, p.263). According to Willinsky, this change has allowed publications to extend their circulation due to the decreased cost of publishing online. The changes have also led to considerable debate regarding open access publishing on the internet. Proponents of open access publishing stress that the increased circulation will enhance the fields knowledge base, whereas opponents are concerned with copyright laws and how open access journals will affect them professionally (Björk, 2004). 

Methodology

[bookmark: _GoBack]The purpose of this study was to explore the extent that AAAE conference papers are also published in a journal. The study was conducted through a comparison of the conference papers and journal articles, beginning with the titles and then looking at the text. Full text conference proceedings were obtained from the AAAE website and full text journal articles were obtained from the Journal of Agricultural Education (JAE) website. This study analyzed conference proceedings from 2005 to 2009 because they are the five most recent years of proceedings that have been posted on the internet. Each year of the proceedings were cross referenced with subsequent years of the JAE. For example, the proceedings from 2005 were cross referenced with the JAE 2006(47), 2007(48), 2008(49), 2009(50), and 2010(51). This method of cross referencing was replicated for the 2006 through the 2009 conference proceedings.  Authors of conference papers that were not published in the JAE were contacted through email to determine if their paper was published in any other peer-reviewed journal. 

Results/Findings

Between 2005 and 2009, 256 papers appear in the AAAE conference proceedings. One hundred nineteen (46.48%) out of the 256 of the papers were published in a peer-reviewed journal.  At the time of submission there were 22(8.59%) conference papers that the authors had not responded to requests for publication status. Table 1 below shows the terminal publication of papers. 

Table 1
Terminal Publication of AAAE Conference Papers
	Publication Status
	Frequency
	Percentage of Published Papers
	Overall Percentage of Papers

	Total Published Elsewhere
	119
	100.00
	46.48

	Journal of Agricultural Education
	88
	73.94
	34.37

	NACTA Journal
	8
	6.72
	3.12

	Journal of Southern Agricultural Education
	5
	4.20
	1.95

	Career and Technical Education Research
	4
	3.36
	1.56

	Journal of Extension
	4
	3.36
	1.56

	Journal of Career and Technical Education
	2
	1.68
	0.78

	Journal of Applied Communications
	2
	1.68
	0.78

	Journal of Leadership Education
	2
	1.68
	0.78

	Book
	1
	0.84
	0.39

	Academic Exchange Quarterly
	1
	0.84
	0.39

	Journal of Academic and Business Ethics
	1
	0.84
	0.39

	Food Protection Trends
	1
	0.84
	0.39

	Total Unpublished
	115
	
	44.92

	Undetermined1
	22
	
	8.59


1Authors are still being contacted to determine status of these papers.
 
Conclusions

An analysis of conference papers and journal articles revealed that 46.48% of the AAAE conference papers from 2005-2010 were also published in a peer-reviewed journal or book. AAAE conference paper authors used the JAE as their primary avenue for publishing their conference papers in a peer-reviewed journal, with one-third being published in that journal.

Implications/Recommendations/Impact on Profession	

This study sought only to explore the publication practices of AAAE members related to conference papers and journal articles. The following discussion is offered to provide some things to think about. There has been discussion about rogue literature versus permanent literature. The prevalence of the Internet and online publishing has moved this dichotomy from a black and white issue to a very gray issue, with both sets of research being readily available (www.jae-online.org and www.aaaeonline.org). With just under half of AAAE papers being published in a journal, there exists considerable potential for accusations of unethical behavior. Although AAAE has embraced this practice, AAAE members risk exposing themselves to accusations of double publishing during the promotion and tenure process. Further research should compare titles and authors in matched research. Additionally, the actual content of the articles should be compared to determine the similarity of AAAE papers and matched journal articles. Future researchers are urged to undertake this process in a way that informs the profession, without singling out individual scholars.
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