RESEARCH







Examining Secondary Agriculture Education’s Influence on 
Student’s Decision to Enroll in the College of Agriculture

Lauren Lewis
John Rayfield
Chris Skaggs
Texas A&M University

Agricultural Leadership, Education and Communications
Texas A&M University
131 Scoates Hall
MS 2116 TAMU
College Station, TX 77843-2116
979-862-7650
llewis@aged.tamu.edu









[bookmark: _GoBack]

Examining Secondary Agriculture Education’s Influence on
Student’s Decision to Enroll in the College of Agriculture

Introduction

This study examined the influence secondary agriculture education programs have on a student’s decision to enroll in the College of Agriculture. According to RPA 1 under the Agricultural Education in University and Postsecondary Settings priority area, this study aligns with the National Research Agenda (2007) as it investigates the recruitment and preparation of students for future careers in the agricultural and life sciences. Dyer, Breja, and Wittler (2000) stated, “One of the major problems plaguing college administrators nationwide is the recruitment and retention of quality students who are likely to enter the agricultural industry upon graduation” (p. 490). It is perceived that many colleges of agriculture traditionally focus recruitment material, funding, and time towards secondary agriculture education programs for future students. But how much influence do secondary agriculture education programs have on student decision making? Examining the influence of secondary agriculture education programs on a student’s decision to enroll in the College of Agriculture may give some direction to the recruitment strategies of colleges of agriculture.  

Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework for this study is based on William’s (2007) model of influences on agriculture students’ selection of an academic major adapted from Chapman (1981). Williams’ (2007) model was adapted to address specific factors relative to how agricultural students select their academic major upon first entering college. “Variables classified in this framework are related to student characteristics and backgrounds in combination with external influences upon students” (Williams, 2007, p.14). “Washburn noted the use of Chapman’s model would allow colleges of agriculture  to be more efficient in using recruitment resources through an increased understanding of influential people, best recruitment practices, and institutional characteristics” (Williams, 2007, p.20-21).

Methodology

To determine the influencing factors of college of agriculture students at [State] University, the researchers used an adaptation of Wildman’s (1997) Survey of Incoming Students.  Wildman (1997) reported test-retest reliability of 75% to 100% a priori for the first two sections of the instrument. The adapted instrument was reviewed for content validity by a panel of university professors and no changes were made to the instrument. The instrument was administered via an on-line survey engine.

The population of this study was all students enrolled in AGLS 101 Introduction to College of Agriculture course during the fall 2009 and spring 2010 semesters (N=725). The number of usable responses from the on-line instrument was 581 yielding an 80% response rate.

Findings

Table 1 displays the factors that may have influenced students’ enrollment in the College of Agriculture. Frequencies and percentages were used to describe the least and most influential factors related to secondary agricultural education experiences leading to College of Agriculture enrollment. 

Table 1
Factors that may have influenced students’ enrollment in the College of Agriculture
	
	Not Influential
	Very Influential

	
	%
	n
	%
	n

	
Agricultural science courses in high school

	
23%
	
134

	
16.7%
	
97

	Agriculture & life sciences related clubs or organizations

	22.4%
	130
	20.7%
	120

	FFA leadership development events

	42.7%
	248
	21.9%
	127

	FFA judging or career development events

Any other agricultural & life sciences experience(s)

	45.3%

18.2%

	263

106
	18.4%

21%
	107

122

	High school agriculture science teacher

	47%
	273
	13.4%
	78


Note. Scale: 1 to 10, 1= factor was not influential, 10 = factor was very influential; N=581.

Conclusions

According to the students in this study, components of secondary agriculture education do not significantly influence their enrollment in the College of Agriculture. Previous agricultural science courses in high school are not influential to the study respondents’ decision to enroll in the College of Agriculture. Agriculture and life sciences related clubs or organizations did not play a role in influencing the same students’ enrollment in the College of Agriculture; past involvement in FFA leadership development events, judging, or career development events were deemed not influential by the group of students. 

The data results from the students’ participation in this study indicate secondary agriculture education does not influence a student’s decision to enroll in the College of Agriculture. If this is so, does recruitment for the College of Agriculture need to expand outside of secondary agriculture education classrooms? At what extent does secondary agriculture education even influence a student’s future career/education choice?

Implications/ Recommendations/ Impact on Profession

Several past studies (Dyer et al. 1999; Washburn et al. 2002) found high school agriculture teachers to have the most influence for students entering colleges of agriculture. However, according to the results of this study, several components of secondary agriculture education programs, in addition to high school agriculture teachers, do not influence the student’s decision to enroll in the College of Agriculture. This study implies that colleges of agriculture must begin developing new recruitment strategies for future students that reach outside the realm of secondary agriculture education. In a world that becomes less connected with agriculture each day, colleges of agriculture must develop creative ways to recruit students from various educational backgrounds. 
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